vt 


6 Islamic Jihad’ threatens French 


^ — An anonymous telephone caller claiming to 
rh ^ Cnt militant Muslim fundamentalist group ''Islamic 
Jinaff told an international news agency Tuesday that the group 
giving French troops one week to leave Lebanon. In a call to 
tne Beirut bureau of the agency an unidentified man said an 
earthquake’ 1 had erupted beneath the feet of the United States 
in Lebanon and now only French troops remained. “ We give them 
one week to leave our country ” the agency’s staff quoted the 
caller as saying. The caller did not give his name but said he spoke 
^tbehaifof- Islamic Jihad" . A French unit numbering 1 ,250 men 
last of four contingents originally in a multi-national force 
remaining in Beirut. 
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Two Israelis killed near Nabatiyeh 


TEL AVIV (R) — Two Israeli soldiers were killed in an ambush 
in South Lebanon Tuesday, an army spokesman said. He said they 
were among troops in two army vehicles that came under small 
arms and bazooka fire about six kilometres northeast of Nab- 
atiyeh. Israeli soldiers returned fire and opened a wide search for 
the attackers, he added. The attack brings to 571 the number of 
Israeli soldiers killed in Lebanon since Israel invaded the country 
in June, 1982. The spokesman said Tuesday’s attack took place at 
the same spot where another soldierwas killed a week ago. Earlier 
Tuesday, a hand grenade was thrown at an Israeli checkpoint in 
Sidon, Sonth Lebanon bnt no one was injured, the army spo- 
kesman said. 
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Hassan receives 
Canadian delegation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday received in his office a 

J anadian delegation, currently on 
visit to Jordan. During the aud- 
-nce Prince Hassan explained to 
he visiting delegation the sit- 
uations in the occupied Arab ter- 
itories and Israel's- expansionist 
>olicies in the area. Attending the 
f audience was Canadian Amb- 
assador to Jordan Keith Mac- 
■.ellan. 


Arafat calls for balanced Can- 
adian policy, page 3 


Klibi in Syria 


DAMASCUS (R) — Arab Lea- 
gue Secretary- General Chadli 
Klibi arrived in Damascus Tue- 
sday to discuss Middle East issues, 
the official Syrian News Agency 
reported. It quoted Mr. Klibi as 
saying his visit came at a time 
when the Arab World was facing 
“dangerous challenges” and that 
consultation among Arab leaders 
was required. Mr. KUbfs visit 
could coincide with an expected 
trip here within the next 24 hours 
by Lebanese President Amin 
Gemayel for talks with Syrian Pre- 
sident Hafez A1 Assad. 


Yugoslav president 
[(arrives in Aden 


ADEN f R) — Yugoslav President 
Mika Spiljak arrived in Aden Tue- 
sday from Sanaa for talks with 
South Yemeni President Ali Nas: 
ser Mohammad on the Middle 
East situation and other issues of 
\ mutual interest. Mr. Spiljak told 
1 reporters on arrival he hoped his 
visit would consolidate co- 
operation between Yugoslavia 
and South Yemen. Yugoslavia, an 
active member of the Non- 
• Aligned Movement, has taken 
part in previous attempts by the 
group to mediate in the Gulf con- 
flict between Iran and Iraq. 


Nigerian envoy 
leaves S.Arabia 


BAHRAIN (Rj — Brigadier 
Tundi Idiagbon. number two in 
■ Nigeria's ruling military council, 
| left for Lagos Tuesday at the end 
of a three-day visit to Saudi Ara- 
bia. the Saudi Press Agency said. 
During his stay in the kingdom. 
Brig. Idiagbon was met by King 
Fahd to whom he delivered a mes- 
sage from Nigeria's military ruler, 
Major-General Mohammad Buh- 
ari. The agency gave no details of 
- his talks in the kingdom. 


Cameroun sentences 
ex-leader to death 


YAOUNDE iR) — A military 
'ribunal Tuesday sentenced for- 
jfner Cameroun President Afyn- 
adou Ah id jo and two of his close 
aides to death for plotting to ass- 
assinate his successor, Paul Biya. 
Mr. Ahidjo is in exile in France, 
but his aides. Squadron-leader 
Ibrahim Oumarou and Captain 
Salatou Adamou, were in court 
The tribunal ruled that the exe- 
cutions by firing squad should be 
public but did not say when they 
would be carried out. The ass- 
assination plot was said to be part 
of an attempt to recapture power 
and restore domination by nor- 
therners. 
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W.Bank representatives seek 


to boost Jordan-PLO dialogue 


%LmbK.Aadni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Intensified moves by rep- 
resentatives from the Israeli-occupied West 
B ank to press ahead with talks aimed at rea- 
ching a joint Jordanian-Falestinian fra- 
mework in efforts for Middle East peace cha- 
racterised Tuesday, the third day of Pal-' 
estine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat’s current visit to Jor- 
dan to resume the dialogue. 


The highlight of these moves 
was a meeting between Mr. Arafat 
and about 42 personalities from 
the West Bank, who arrived in 
Amman Monday to urge the PLO 
and Jordan to reach an agreement 
on future -joint political moves. 
The delegation submitted a mem- 
orandum to Mr. Arafat urging lum 
to co-ordinate PLO moves with 
Jordan “to liberate the West Bank 
from the.Israeli occupation before 
it is too late." 

No information was disclosed 
on the memorandum, but Mr. 
Anwar A1 Khatib. a former gov- 
ernor of Jerusalem, told the Jor- 
dan Times that “the delegation 
has no specific strategy or peace 
plan in mind to impose upon Jor- 
dan and the PLO.” He added: 
“We want both sides to work tog- 
ether because Jordan and the PLO 
are the . parties .which have the 
right to determine the destiny of 
the land and people of the West 
Bank.” 

Other members in the del- 
egation echoed Mr. Khatib’ s sta- 
tement asserting that “the PLO 
and Jordan are asked to take joint 
practical steps in efforts to save 


the West Bank and Gaza Strip." 

Dr. Yasser Obeid, from Jer- 
usalem. said that no immediate 
results are anticipated in the cur- 
rent round of talks, but “moving is 
better than the current stalemate 
we are in." Mr. Wael Hijazi, from 
Hebron, said that in the absence of 
an Arab military option an acc- 
eptance of a political solution will 
undermine Israeli justifications to 
invade Arab countries “to mai- 
ntain its security." A- delegation 
member, who asked not to be ide- 
ntified, said that" the military opt- 
ion would have been the best sol- 
ution, but looking for a solution 
through peaceful means is also a 
form of struggle." 

The delegation, which com- 
prises five mayors including Bet- 
hlehem Mayor Elias Freij, is exp- 
ected to meet His Majesty King 
JHussein goon Jo; submit a: simil ar 
memorandum. 

The delegates told the Jordan 
Times that they represent the 
majority of the population in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

“There is no consensus in the 
occupied Arab territories on the 
resumption of Jordan-PLO talks. 


but those who reject them are a 
minority which is instigated by 
Palestinian radicals and com- 
munists,” a delegate, who asked 
not to be named, said. 

A Palestinian source here dis- 
missed the opposition to the 
Jordan-PLO talks as “mea- 
ningless” as long as “there is a 
practical peace plan offered to 
Jordan or the PLO.” 

Secrecy continued to surround 
the talks, but the sources said that 
there are two points that the two 
sides agree upon that can provide 
a scope for future joint political 
action. 

They said that the inclusion of 
the Soviet Union in any peace eff- 
ort within the framework of an 
international peace conference 
and pushing for an effective Eur- 
opean role in the peace efforts are 
two points which Jordan and the 
PLO have called for on separate 
occasions and can provide a gro- 
und for joint action. 

Asked about the form that joint 
political action would take, the 
sources said. “The seven-man 
Arab ream formed at the Arab 
summit at the Moroccan city of 
Fez in 1982, is still a viable opt- 
ion.” 


The seven-member Arab team, 
which includes Jordan, the PLO. 
Syria, Algiers. Tunisia, Saudi 
Arabia and Morocco, was formed ■ 
to explain to major world cou- 
ntries an Arab pearx plan adopted 
at Fez. The plan calls for the est- 
. ablishment . . of . an . independent 
Palestinian state under the lea- 
dership of the PLO and implicitly 
recognises the right of Israel to 
exist. 

An agreement that might be 
reached by both sides, however, 
has to be endorsed by the Fateh 
1 Central Committee and other Pal- 


estinian factions. Differences 
between Fateh and the other fac- 
tions have emerged in the aft- 
ermath of the unexpected visit of 
Mr. Arafat to Egypt and efforts to 
patch up the differences have not 
succeeded so far. 

Palestinian sources told the 
Jordan Times that the controversy 
over Mr. Arafat’s visit to Cairo 
and relations between the dif- 
ferent Palestinian factions were 
the centre of a three-hour meeting 
Monday between the PLO cha- 
irman and most of the 60 Palestine 
National Council (PNC) members 
living in Amman. 

A statement issued in Amman 
last December and signed by 34 
PNC members condemned Mr. 
Arafat’s visit to Cairo as “a dev- 
iation from the PLO revolutionary 
line.” The sources said that during 
the meeting Mr. Arafat explained 
that his visit did not violate the 
Palestinian movement and was 
actually in accordance with PLO 
Executive Committee resolutions 
which empower him to take the 
necessary steps “for the return of 
Egypt to the Arab World and to 
unbind it from the chains of the 
Camp David accords." 

The Jordan Times has learnt 
that both the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
and the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP). 
the biggest organisations after 
Fateh, under the PLO umbrella, 
have formulated a joint working 
paper that, fdclude the- factionsC 
conditions for reconcifiatioa with 
the Fateh movement. According 
to the sources the paper that will 
be submitted to the Fateh Central 
Committee includes three points: 
— A call, on the Fateh Central 


(Continued on page 3) 


Arafat: PLO and Jordan 
laying foundation for ties 


By Ibrahim Noori 


AMMAN (R) — Palestine Lib- 
eration. Organisation (PLO) Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat said Monday 
his talks here with Jordanian off- 
icials were aimed at laying the bri- 
ckwork of Palestinian-Jordanian 
co-operation in Middle East peace 
efforts. 

Mr. Arafat, addressing PLO 
regular troops on the third day of 
his visit to Jordan, also accused the 
United States and Israel of trying 
to create “sectarian statelets" m 
the Arab region. 


“We are discussing with our 
brothers laying the bricks jointly 
so that we can march forward to 
Jerusalem. Jerusalem. Jer- 
usalem" Mr. Arafat told troops of 
the Palestine Liberation Army 
(PLA) Badr Brigade, based in 
Jordan. 

“These discussions shall go on. 
so that the one, united 
Jordanian- Palestinian march tow- 


ards Palestine and Jerusalem con- 
tinues, God willing,'’ he added. 

Minister for Occupied Ter- 
ritories Affairs Shawkat Mah- 
moud accompanied Mr. Arafat to 
the PLA camp at Khaw, some 50 
kilometres northeast of Amman, 
where the 5.000 to 6,000-strong 
Badr Brigade is based. The PLA. 
which co-operates closely with the. 
Jordanian Armed Forces, also has 
contingents in Syria. 

“We are facing a very dan- 
gerous plan which aims at bringing 
the Arab region to its knees and 
create sectarian statelets,” Mr. 
Arafat said. 

“We shall not accept this 
American- Israeli plot to divide 
the Arab countries into sectarian 
statelets. I am raising the alarm to 
prevent the spread of this cancer 
to the Arab body.” 

He indirectly attacked Libya. 
Syria and rebels in his Fateh gue- 
rrilla group, accusing them of try- 
ing to subjugate the PLO. 


Joint committee to send 
team to Arab countries 


By Afifah A. Kaloti 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation will shortly 
tour various Arab countries which 
were asked by the Baghdad Arab 
summit to provide financial ass- 
istance to the Arab fund for sup- 
porting the steadfastness of the 
people living under Israeli occ- 
upation, it was announced here 
Tuesday. 

The Joint Jordanian- 
Falestinian Committee to Support 
the Steadfastness of the People 
Living under Occupation, which 
held its 25th session in Amman 
Tuesday, decided to send the joint 
delegation to the Arab countries. 

The Baghdad summit had asked 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Libya,' 
Algeria, Iraq, Qatar and the Uni- 
ted Arab Emirates to provide fin- 
ancial assistance to Jordan, Leb- 
anon. Syria and the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO). With 
the exception of Saudi Arabia, 


whiph has full filled its com- 
mitment, none of the others has 
folly paid their share of the ass- 
istance. according to a spokesman 
•for the committee. 

The planned tour aims at see- 
king financial support for the peo- 
ple under occupation as well as to 
acquaint the Arab countries with 
the difficulties faced by the people 
as a result of the arbitrary mea- 
sures practised by the Israeli occ- 
upation authorities, a statement 
issued at the end of Tuesday's 
meeting said. 

At the meeting the Jordanian 
side was headed by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior 
Suleiman Arar, and the Pal- 
estinian side was beaded by 
Hamed Abu Sitteh, member of 
the PLO Executive Committee 
and director of the organisation's 
Occupied Territories Affairs 
Department. 

The meeting, which lasted for 


(Continued on page 3) 


Gemayel, Assad to hold early summit 


BEIRUT (R) — Embattled Leb- 
anese President Amin Gemayel 
and Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad, backer of rebel Lebanese 
forces, are likely to hold an early 
summit meeting, official sources 
said Tuesday. 

in Damascus, diplomatic sou- 
rces said Mr. Gemayel was exp- 
ected in the Syrian capital within 
the next 24 hours. 

1 But official sources in Beirut 
said a meeting would probably not 
take place until late this week. 

A summit would enable the two 
leaders to discuss latest efforts to 
achieve a lasting political solution 
to factional fighting in Lebanon. 

Battles continued Tuesday acr- 
oss the so-called “preen line" div- 
iding mainly Christian east Beirut 
from the predominantly Muslim 
west and in the mountains east of 
the city. 

Mr. Gemayel, who has not been 
in Damascus since he took office 
in 19N2, was due to travel there 
last Nov. 14. but the trip was cal- 
led off at the last minute when Mr. 
Assad fell ill. 

Since then, Proggressive Soc- 
ialist Party (PSP), and Shf ite Mus- 
lim militias have brought Mr. 
GemayeFs government close to 


collapse through a series of big vic- 
tories over the Lebanese army 
which have left the president in 
control of only half of his capital. 

The planned summit follows 
Mr. Gemayers reported wil- 
lingness to scrap last May's 
American-negotiated Lroop wit- 
hdrawal agreement between Leb- 
anon and Israel. The pact's abr- 
ogation is one of Syria’s key con- 
ditions for backing a settlement. 

Syria and the militias object lo 
the accord because it gives Israel a 
policing role in South Lebanon 
after a withdrawal of Israeli troops 
currently occupying the area. 

They say this -compromises 
Lebanon's sovereignty, threatens 
Syria's security and rewards Israel 
for its 19K2 invasion. 

Official Lebanese sources said 
Monday Mr. Gemayel was ready 
to tear up the agreement, but wan- 
ted assurances in return from 
Damascus that Syrian forces occ- 
upying north and east Lebanon 
would also eventually go home. 

The official sources said public 
proclamation by Mr. Gemayel of 
his preparedness to dump the acc- 
ord with Israel was not a pre- 
condition for the summit with Mr. 
Assad, as some opposition sources 


said. 

A meeting between Mr. Gem- 
ayel and Mr. Assad would follow 
weeks of Saudi Arabian mediation 
aimed at ending the fighting in 
Lebanon and getting warring fac- 
tions around the negotiating table 
to thrash out a new political order 
for the country. 


Violence rages on 


In Tuesday's fighting, shell 
bursts, machine-gun fire and the 
crack of snipers' rifles could be 
heard in many sectors along the 
“green line” from Beirul port in 
the north, thrpugh the city-centre 
to the now-shattered southern 
suburbs. 


% 

Right-wing “Voice of Leb- 
anon" radio said two people were 
injured when shells crashed into a 
residential area on the east side. 

Several deaths and dozefls of’ 
injuries have been reported from 
Christian residential areas over; 
the past few days and the mainly 
Christian “Lebanese Forces” mil- 
itia Tuesday issued a statement 
•threatening to reply in kind if this 
continued. 

k said ail parties were capable 


of shelling innocents. “We hope 
not to be forced to use (such act- 
ions) in response to those who are 
perpetrating them now." the sta- 
tement said. 

Muslim residential areas have* 
also been hit and PSP radio said 
Tuesday shells had crashed into 
Dmze villages in the mountains. 

Heavy artillery was also in act- 
ion around the town of Souk A1 
Gharb. 1 5 kilometres southeast of 
Beirut, the army's last significant 
.position in the mountains. 

Even if Mr. Gemayel decides to 
scrap the Lebanese-Israeli agr- 
eement. he faces potential con- 
stitutional difficulties in doing so 
which could be exploited by hard- 
line Christians who oppose abr- 
ogation. 

One suggestion is that Prime 
Minister Shafiq A1 Wazzanand his 
cabinet, who resigned at the start 
of' the militia offensive but still 
serve in a caretaker role, should 
draft a bill abrogating the accord 
to be passed by parliament. 

Parliamentary Speaker Kamel 
A1 Assad, however, has told rep- 
orters the May agreement was the 
responsibility of the executive and' 
could not be revoked by act of par- 
liament. 


Iraq, saying 30,000 Iranians 


killed, threatens Kharg blockade 


BAGHDAD (R) — An Iraqi min- 
ister said Tuesday more than 
3(i. (Kid Iranians had been killed in 
fierce fighting in and around the 
marshes of southeast Iraq and rei- 
terated Baghdad's threat to blo- 
ckade Iran's Kharg Island oil exp- 
ort terminal. 

Culture and Information Min- 
ister Latif N ass if A1 Jassem told 
reporters Iranian troops, which 
launched an offensive on the sou- 
thern Gulf war from last week, 
had suffered “the biggest defeat.” 

“Our great army waged a bri- 
lliant battle early this morning... 
and threw the Iranian army into 
the biggest defeat where you will 
see thousands of killed and large 
number of captured." Mr. Jassem 
said. 

He did not indicate the period 
over which more than 30,000 Ira- 
nians had been killed. But a high 
command communique read over 
Baghdad Radio said four Iranian 
infantry divisions had been wiped 
out over the past three days in fie- 
rce fighting. 

The minister also said Iraq's 
threat to blockade Kharg Island, 
more than 200 kilometres down 
the Gulf from the present fighting, 
was serious (Japan cautions Gulf- 
bound tankers, page 2) 

“Any ship that approaches it 
will be destroyed by planes, mis- 
siles or any other weapon, no mat- 
ter if that ship belonged to any 
country or any international car- 
rier... through you. (the reporters) 
we address the world arid - warn 


as taring strikes” against tankers 
berthed at Kharg Island and war- 
ned it would continue to bomb the 
area. The island is in an Iraqi- 
imposed war zone. 

Tehran denied the Baghdad 
report, which it called “ima- 
ginary ” and said shipping mov- 
ements in the area were normal. 


Tactical move 


that no .ship ^approaches this 
s.*L$r ;y< 


place. 

Iraq said Monday 
warplanes had law 


fight that its 
sd “dev- 


The Iraqi high command com- . 
m unique on the latest ground fig- 
hting admitted that Iranian troops 
at one time had gained a foothold 
on land along the western shore of 
the Hawizah' marshes, which str- 
addle the Iran- Iraq border. 

“At the same time the enemy 
pushed its forces through the land 
east of Basra and the Iraqi high 
command decided to deal first 
with the most dangerous attack 
and thus destroyed its attack east 
of Basra." it said. 

The Iraqi forces kept a check on 
Iranian forces in the marshes until 
they could counter-attack “to 
purge the edges of the marshes 
from the dirt of the invaders,” it 
added. 

It said the battle, which raged- 
over three days in the eastern Tig- 
ris River sector, “was the fiercest, 
ever and the most complicated ' 
military operation.” 

Iran launched a first offensive in 
the area, to the north and nor- 
theast of the southern Iraqi port of 
Basra, last Wednesday and at one 
stage said its troops reached the 
tQwn qf AlQuniah^ at the .con- , 
ifieeacer of thb ^igris Tabd^Erfp-- 
hrates rivers. 

Iraq says it repelled three sep- 


arate offensives in the area and a 
thrust farther north a week ago. 
Iran later said it had not captured 
A1 Qurnah. but was in control of 
the surrounding area. 

The Iraqi commander of east 
Tigris operations. Major-General 
Hishara Sabah A1 Fakhri. said in a 
cable to President Saddam Hus- 
sein read over Baghdad Radio 
that the Iraqi flag was hoisted 
Monday in the Iraqi village of Al 
Beidha. the last fortified position 
in the area held by the Iranians. 

The latest developments m the 
war. now almost three and a half 
years old, raised tension in the 
area and caused Saudi Arabia’s 
King Fahd, one of the most inf- 
luential Arab leaders, to express 
feats that “an irreparable act” 
might be committed. 

- He appeared to be referring to' 
the possibility of an escalation in 
the conflict if Iran carried out ear- 
lier threats to close the entrance to 
the Gulf if Iraq disrupted Iranian 
oQ exports from the waterway. 
About 90 per cent of Iranian oil 
exports at present saD from Kharg 
Island. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation from foreign gov- 
ernments or shipping or other sou- 
rces of the Iraqi report to have 
attacked tankers at Kharg. 

But tension was further hei- 
ghtened by the news the American 
destroyer Lawrence had fired 
warning shots at an Iranian plane 
which approached it in the Gulf 
.Monday. 


dgaety watching 'Golf 
iw development; World eyes 
focused on Gulf, page 2 


21 Injured 
in Jerusalem 
grenade 


explosion 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Twenty-one people were inj- 
ured Monday when two grenades - 
exploded in a Jerusalem shopping 
centre in the worst attack in the 
Jewish sector of the city since last 
December, police said. 

In Damascus, the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pal- 
estine (DFLPj claimed res- 
ponsibility for the attack, which it 
said killed or wounded more than 
20 Israeli soldiers, it said its men 
escaped afterwards. 

The DFLP, one of eight factions 
in the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO). said the attack 
was in reprisal for attacks by Jew- 
ish extremists on Muslim shrines 
in the city. _ . ..... 

"The DFLP forces’carried out 
this daring operation in reaction to 
Zionist settlers’ attacks against 
sacred and holy places and the nat- 
ional centres and establishments,” 
the Damascus communique said. 

It said the attacks will continue 
“as long as these authorities are 
following their terrorist, bloody 
course.” 

A few hours later, the Abu 
Nidal group, which has an office in 
Damascus, also claimed res- 
ponsibility, Abu NidaL which 
means father of struggle, is led by 
Sabri A1 Banna, who broke with 
the PLO in the mid-7tis. claiming 
the umbrella organisation had 
deviated' from its militant pur- 
poses and means. 

Israeli police did not identity 
the victims as soldiers or civilians. 
Hospital officials said one person 
was seriously injured, two were 
less badly hurt and the rest were 
cut by flying glass in the explosion 
at the entrance to a clothing shop 
in Jaffa Road, the city’s main tho- 
roughfare. 

The PLO claimed responsibility 
for the December bombing of a 
crowded bus in which six Israelis 
died and 44 were injured. But the 
organisation later said the attack 
was aimed al an Israeli military 
bus. 

.Israeli soldiers set up road 
blocks on exits to the city Monday 
and searched Arab cars. Eye- 
witnesses said the driver and two 
passengers in a car with West 
Bank registration plates that was 
parked outside the centre at the 
time of the blast, were arretted. 

Police spokesman Rafi Levy 
said two more grenades found in 
the same container as the two that 
exploded had been defused. 


Gonzalez due in Jordan 


today after Riyadh talks 


RIYADH (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia's King Fahd and Spain's 
visiting Prime Minister Felipe 
GonzaJez discussed the Pal- 
estinian problem, the situation in 
Lebanon and the Iran -Iraq war in 
the official round of talks they 
held Tuesday. 

The Saudi foreign minister who 
attended the talks said they dealt 
with the “role Spain could play 
toward those issues int- 
ernationally and in Europe." But 
he did not elaborate. 

The Saudi and Spanish vie- 
wpoints were “identical," Prince 
Saud AJ Faisal added. 

Means of boosting bilateral rel- 
ations between the two countries 
were also discussed, according to 
Prince Saud. 

Mr. Gonzalez arrived in the 
Saudi capital Monday for an off- 
icial visit and will proceed Wed- 
nesday to Jordan for a day’s trip 
before returning home. 

His talks in Riyadh were held : 
against a background of thinly- 
disguised Saudi irritation at the 
prospect of Spain establishing foil 
diplomatic relations with Israel. 
But it was understood the Spanish 


ttde had reassured theii r hosts that 
such a move was not imminent. 

Spanish officials said King Fahd 
had called Tuesday’s meeting “ the 
point of departure" for the dev- 
elopment of maximum co- 
operation between the two cou- 
ntries at both private and official 
leveL according to Reuters. 

The Saudi monarch was rep- 
orted to have told the Spanish del- 
egation, which included Economy 
Minister Miguel Boyer, that he 
was keen to institutionalise co- 
operation between the two nat- 
ions. 

Mr. Gonzalez, who was rec- 
eived at a state banquet by the 
Saudi king oh his arrival, spent 
more than three hours with him 
Tuesday during a joint session 
between the two delegations 

Mr. Gonzalez was due to con- 
tinue his first official visit to the 
.Middle East Wednesday with a 
24-hour stay in Amman for talks 
with His .Majesty King Hussein. 

Reports from Amman said a 
meeting between the Spanish 
prime minister and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat was also 
being arranged. 


Congress subcommittee 
increases aid to Israel, 
curbs Jordan arms sales 


WASHINGTON (R) - A key 
U.S. congressional subcommittee 
Monday voted lo Increase eco- 
nomic aid to Israel in 19N5 while 
keeping assistance to Egypt stable 
at a level requested by President 
Reagan, 

Mr. Reagan recommended 
SK5U million in economic support 
funds for Israel next year. In 19fi4> 
Congress allocated 910 million. ■ 
The House of Representatives 
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on 
Europe and the Middle East 
Monday raised Israer s aid to S 1 .1 
billion and kept Egypt's economic 
assistance level at ^750 million. 

The panel also voted to prohibit 
the sale of advanced weapons to. 
Jordan until H moved towards' 
peace with Israel and to prohibit 
negotiations between the U.S. 
government and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
until the PLO recognises IsraeTs 
right to exist. 

There was little debate during, 
deliberations since agreements 
were worked out beforehand in 
secret session. 

The panel for the second coq- 
secutive year agreed to allow Isr- 


ael to use S400 million of its 19K5 
U-S. aid package to develop its 
new fighter, plane, the Lavi. 

It also approved an amendment 
lo the foreign aid bill stating Con- 
gress’ concern "about the lack of 
progress in the normalisation of 
relations between Egypt and isr- 
aeL" 

Cairo withdrew its ambassador 
in 19K2 when Israel invaded Leb- 
anon. 

The panel took no action to 
alter Mr. Reagan's proposed mil- 
itary aid levels but changes could 
come when the full foreign affairs 
committee meets to discuss the 
package. 

The subcommittee's move to 
increase economic aid to Israel 
reflects the strength of the Israeli 
lobby in Congress and a U.S. rec : 
ogtutioh that the country is sta- 
ggering under 'a severe economic 
crisis. 

The provision banning the sale 
of advanced weapons to Jordan' 
would noi prevent the .impending 
sale of I. 61 3 U.S,-made Stinger 
missiles but would prohibit such 
sales in the future, a subcommittee 
member said. 
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U.S. anxiously weighs 
Gulf war developments 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. officials considered the 
possibility of a new and risky phase in the 41- 
month-old war between Iran and Iraq after con- 
firming that an American warship had opened fire in 
the Gulf for the first time and Iraq said it had hit 


vital Iranian oil supplies. 

The Reagan administration 
expressed "serious concern*’ 
about Iraq's intention of lau- 
nching air strikes against Iran's 
key oil terminal at Kharg island, 
cautioning the action would mark 
an “ unfortunate new let el of esc- 
alation" in the conflict. 

Iran h3S long threatened to ret- 
aliate by blocking the strategic 
Strait of Hormuz, conduit for 
about 2n per cent of the West's oil 
imports, if Iraq disrupted Iranian 
shipments. 

On \londay the State Dep- 
artment said it could not confirm 
Baghdad reports that Iraqi aircraft 
had attacked tankers berthed at 
Kharg isiand.which handles about 
‘to per cent of Iran's oil exports, 
but said it was following events 
closely. 

Iran dented Baghdad's claims 
Tuesday. The National News 
Agency IRNA called them “ima- 
ginary'' and said shipping mov- 
ements were normal. 

President. Reagan has vowed to 
keep Strait of Hormuz open say- 
ing last week "there is no way we 
could allow that channel to be clo- 
sed." 

vlr. Reagan administration sou- 
rces revealed that a U.S. Navy des- 


troyer operating in the Gulf fired 
warning shots and flares on Sun- 
day when an Iranian patrol plane 
neared American ships. 

The guided missile destroyer 
Lawrenece also warned away an 
Iranian Navy frigate which came 
within eight kilometres of Ame- 
rican vessels stationed in the reg- 
ion. the sources said. 

They did not pinpoint the loc- 
ation of the incident which rep- 
resents the first public disclosure 
of a U.S. warship opening fire in 
the area. 

The U.S. Navy has about 3ti 
ships in the Indian Ocean and 
Arabian Sea. including a battle 
group headed by the aircraft car- 
rier vlidway. 

Some U.S. officials have exp- 
ressed scepticism that Iraq would 
risk Iranian retaliation against its 
own already reduced expons by 
making good on its frequent threat 
to mount an all-out effort to des- 
troy Iran's oil trade. 

But others say the recent fla- 
reup in fighting and Iraq's alleged 
air raids on Kharg Island might be 
the start of a big push to break the 
stalemate in the long and costly 
war. 

Defence sources said Iran could 


try to close the Strait of Hormuz 
with naval mines and by harassing 
shipping, but they considered it 
incapable of enforcing a long-term 
blockade against U.S. and other 
Western opposition. 

Despite a dramatically reduced 
U.S. dependence on Gulf oil. stu- 
dies have said an interruption in 
Gulf shipments could damage 
economic recovery in the West 
and force up world oil prices. 

Energy Secretary Donal Hodcl 
said in an interview published 
Tuesday the United States was 
now belter prepared than at any 
time in the past for a major dis- 
ruption of oil shipments from the 
Gulf. 

vlr. Hodel told the Washington 
Post that intensive preparations 
since late last year had ironed out 
practical details for emergency use 
of the government's strategic pet- 
roleum reserve which had grown 
from ll»i million barrels three 
years ago to more than 3N5 million 
barrels. 

The United States could not 
afford to be complacent, however, 
because its allies in Western Eur- 
ope and Japan were dependent on 
oil shipments from the Gulf, he 
said. 

Baghdad's report of “des- 
tructive strikes" against Kharg 
Island, about 2()t> kilometres sou- 
theast of the southern Gulf war 
front, brought trading on the Rot- 
terdam Spot Oil vlarket vlonday 
afternoon to a standstill and drove 
up gold prices. 



Donald Rumsfeld 


Ru nsfeld 
expected 
to resign 

WASHINGTON |AP' - Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan's special 
vliddle East Envoy Donald Rum- 
sfeld is expected to resign after 
making one more trip to the vlid- 
dle East that won’t include a stop 
in Lebanon, a senior U.S. official 
said vlonday. 

The official, who insisted on 
anonymity, said vlr. Rumsfeld, 
like his predecessors, has been 
discouraged by the lack of Ame- 
rican success in resolving the crisis 
in Lebanon in ways favourable to 
Washington and will probably 
return to private business. The off- 
icial noted that vlr. Rumsfeld has 
always considered Lhe job tem- 
porary. 

The official said he expects vlr. 
Rumsfeld will make one more trip 
to vliddle East capitals with Lau- 
rence Silberman. his new ass- 
istant. before yielding the posr to 
vlr. Silberman. the former amb- 
assador to Vugoslavia. 


World attention focusses on Strait of Hormuz 


By Barry Simpson 

/fritter 

BAHRAIN (R - - World att- 
ention locussed on a tiny Island 
and narrow sealane in the Gulf 
Tuesday as Tehran denied Iraqi 
warplanes had mounted “des- 
tructive strikes" on tankers at 
Iran's main oil terminal. 

Iran's National News Agency 
IRNA said shipping around the 
Kharg Island terminal was normal 
and Lloyds shipping intelligence 
in London said it could not con- 
firm a Baghdad report vlonday 
might on the attack. 

• But the Iraqi report alone was 
t 'enough to send world oil. gold and 
/ currency markets into turmoil and 
prompt Japanese shipowners to 
order two tankers not to approach 
Kharg. 

Iran has long said it would blo- 
ckade the 24-mile-wide Strait of 
Hormuz at the entrance to the 
Gull if Iraq disrupted its oil exp- 
orts. 

Tankers carrying onc-sixih of 
the non -Communist world's oil 
supplies pass daily through the 
strait between Oman's vlusandam 
peninsula and Iran, and the Uni- 
ted States, with massive naval 
strength in the area, has pledged 
to keep the oil (lowing. 

Iran has warned of a “cat- 
astrophe" if Washington int- 
ervenes in the 4 1 -month-old war 
and news of a confrontation bet- 


ween the U.S. and Iran came wit- 
hin hours of the reported attack on 
Kharg. 

Administration sources in Was- 
hington said the American 
guided- missile destroyer Law- 
rence vlonday warned off an Ira- 
nian frigate in the Gulf and fired 
warning shots and flares at an Ira- 
nian reconnaissance plane which 
approached it. 

Baghdad has said it will con- 
tinue attacks o.n Kharg iij an effort 
to force Iran to the negotiating 
(able, and Iran is reported to have 
suffered heavy losses in latest fig- 
hting on the southern baulefironts. 
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lomats believe Tehran may now 
be weighing whether to consider 
discussing peace or widen the con- 
flict by carrying out its threat to 
close Hormuz -• a blockade mil- 
itary experts say it would be una- 
ble to maintain for long. 

Iran has long maintained it will 
continue fighting until the fail of 
the Iraqi government and until 
Baghdad agreed to pay billions of 
Joilars in war reparations. 

But some diplomats saw a hint it 
may be changing its stand in a sta- 
tement by the speaker of the Ira- 
nian Parliament last Sunday that 
Tehran was ready to consider new 
peace proposals. 

The speaker. Hojaioleslam Ali 


Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. said 
in a radio and television interview 
that Tehran did not believe med- 
iation could solve any problems. 

But diplomats saw some sof- 
tening of Iran’s uncompromising 
stance in his statement it was 
ready to listen to new ideas. 

vlr. Rafsanjani. Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini's spokesman 
on the Supreme Defence Council, 
made clear Iran still insisted the 
Iraqi government should go. 

A major drive into southern 
Iraq io what Tehran was billing as 
a decisive thrust appears to have' \ 
been blunted. 

A week ago Iran mounted the 
first of four major offensives it 
described as launching its troops 
on “the Road to Jerusalem" — via 
Baghdad. 

It initially reported thrusting 
deep into Iraq and making big 
gains, including capturing (he 
town of AI Qumah. at the con- 
fluence of the Tigris and Eup- 
hrates rivers some 7t» kilometres 
north of Basra. Iraq's second big- 
gest city. 

Bul it said it had not taken the 
town, although controlling the 
area around it. after cor- 
respondents reported from inside 
Al Ouritah that it was still under 
Iraqi control. 

The State Department in Was- 
hington backed Iraqi claims that 
its troops had held off the Iranian 
attacks, saying there was no evi- 
dence of a significant change in the 


battlefrem. 

The Iranian claims had been 
exaggerated, it said, adding Iraq 
appeared to have inflicted heavy 
casualties in repelling several Ira- 
nian probes. Iraq now puts Iranian 
dead in a week of fierce fighting at 
well over 3U.I«rti men. 

Iran describes the Iraqi claims 
as lies armed at hiding its own def- 
eats on the battlefield. 

Tehran would appear to have 
little to gain by going ahead with a 
blockade of Hormuz and risking 
defeat at the hands of Western 
navies, diplomats said. 

The U.S. Has some 30 ships in 
the areajncluding the aircraft car- 
rier vlidway. backed by at least 
four British and French warships. 

Oman also patrols the strait 
with exocet missile-equipped fast 
attack craft, and has a big air base 
at vlusandam within sight of the 
deepwater channels, both in 
Omani waters. 

Iran’s navy, although the most 
powerful of the eight states bor- 
dering the Gulf, would have little 
chance in a confrontation with the 
U.S. and its allies, military experts 
say. 

The strait's main sealanes are 
too deep for sonic mines — det- 
onated by the sound of a ship’s 
engines - to be effective, and 
moored mines could easily be cle- 
ared by minesweepers, they add. 

The war has placed heavy sir- 1 
ains on the economies of both , 
combatants. 1 


Beirut ‘Green Line’ is firmly back in place 


By Hugh Carnegy 

Reuter 

BEIRUT - The snaking battle 
front of smashed buildings, sni- 
pers and shellbureis that splits 
Beirut in two. known as the 
"Green Line’’, has come back to 
menacing life after 16 months of 
failed peace efforts. 

First established as the divide 
between the city's mainly Chr- 
istian eastern quarter and the pre- 
dominantly vfuslim west during 
the civil war of the mtd-I‘>7»s. the 
“Green Line" was largely eli- 
minated in October ly«2 after 
Palestinian commandos had eva- 
cuated Beirut and an atmosphere 
of reconciliation briefly prevailed. 

But by early this month, the line 
was as deadly as ever with fighting 
night and day along its length, 
from Beirut Port in the north to 
the town of Shweifat !» kil- 
ometres to the south. 

The line was re-established 
when militias, opposed to Pre- 
sident Amin Gemayel and ang- 
ered by what they regarded as the 
partisan Lebanese army, wrested 
control of west Beirut in fierce 
battles with the army. 

By Feb. 7. thew had fought their 
way up to the old Green Line and 
nearly three weeks later there is 
only one “safe" crossing point, 
supervised by French troops. 

The crossing, at the bullet- 
scarred National vluseum in the 
city centre, is packed most mor- 
nings by traffic heading both ways 
through checkpoints manned by 
the army on the east side. “ vtou- 
rabitoun" (the sentinels' mil- 
itiamen on the west and flak- 
jacketed French soldiers in no- 
man's land. 

Even there, the crack of rifle 
fire and crump of shells frequently 
echoes. Only the most exp- 


erienced and expensive Beirut taxi 
drivers attempt any other cro- 
ssing. 

Although the position of the 
IVX4 Green Line and the fighting 
3long it arc similar to the old days, 
those facing each other across it 
have changed. 

On the west side, militiamen 
estimated to number several tho- 
usand are now predominantly 
from the Shi’itc group *AmaT 
t hope .where before Palestinians. 
Communists, vlourabitoun and 
others formed a patchwork of 
front-line fighters. 

Across the line, the barricades 
are manned mainly by around 
3.< Km Lebanese army men of the 
Third. Fifth. Seventh and Ninth 
Brigades, in buildings and bunkers 
once defended by an array of Fal- 
angist militias. 

Still present in the southern sec- 
tor and in secondary positions in 
the city’s heart are the Falangist 
Lebanese Forces founded by vlr. 
GemayeTs assassinated brother 
Bashir. 

Dodging snipers 

For fighters on both sides of the 
line, life has settled down to a daily 
fare ot dodging snipers, rockets 
and shells, keeping a wary eye on 
any attempted advances by the 
opposition and snatching food and 
sleep during lulls. 

Fady Hayek. military spo- 
kesman for the Lebanese Forres, 
sums it up: “They shoot us. we 
shoot them. We get shelled and 
they get shelled... its like the sit- 
uation on any stable front." 

Both army men in the east and 
Amal fighters in the west say cas- 
ualties have been low since the 
Green Line re-emerged. Both 
sides assert they could advance if 
they chose to. 


‘•We are holding our positions 
with no problem. If we have ord- 
ers to advance, we can.*' said a 
Sunni vluslim army captain 
named Omar. 

On the other side of the line in 
Hayy vlaady. one of the areas of 
fiercest fighting three weeks ago. 
an Amal officer nicknamed Abu 
Hussein declared: "If there is no 
political settlement, we will adv- 
ance." 

A Shi* he fundamentalist, he 
broke off his bare-footed praying 
to speak to a visiting reporter" He 
proclaimed his allegiance to Ira- 
nian leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini and missing Amal fou- 
nder. Imam vlousa Sadr. 

Abu Hussein sent the reporter 
to his front-line positions with fig- 
hters wearing pictures of the two 
religious leaders round their necks 
and badges proclaiming their wil- 
lingness to be martyred. 

As in most pans of the Green 
Line front, fighters creep from 
building to building through holes 
smashed in walls to avoid snipers, 
darting across exposed streets. 

Familiarity with battle 

in many places, the two sides 
are as little as 1 f» metres apart. But 
familiarity with battle makes men 
on both "sides remarkably calm 
about the fighting. 

At the north end of the line near 
Beirut Port, army soldiers of the 
Ninth Brigade laughed when 
enemy bullets from vluslim militia 
positions spurted around an arm- 
oured vehicle racing down an exp- 
osed road beside them. 

The group were mostly Sunni 
and ShPite vluslims from north 
Lebanon who scoff at hundreds of 
their comrades in west Beirut who 
refused to fight the rebel militias. 

“Don't believe that all the vlus- 


lims have left the army." adm- 
onishes Lieutenant Ahmad.. 4. 
Sunni. His men support Captain 
Omar s> assertion that morale in - 
the brigade, deployed only three ’ 
weeks ago after training under" 
American and French officers, is 1 ' 
“excellent". 

On the other side of the line!" 
commanding a view of the just'--' 
and in the city's wrecked com-7' 
mcrcial sector -• under rec- - 
onstruction until three weeks ago 
— are the 3 7- storey vlurr Tower 
and the Holiday Inn Hotel. both'- 
concrete shells since repeated bat-'-' 
ties for them in previous years. ' 

Both buildings, which lie a few " 
hundred metres wesi of the front 
line, arc now occupied hy Amal 
fighters, dressed like all their col- 
leagues in gcaT ranging from cap- 
tured army uniforms to blue jeans 
and denim jackets. 

“ The vlurr lower is so imp- 
-on am. w-c decided to lake it wha- 
tever our losses." said an Amal-. 
guerrilla in the huge block. In the 
event, the army withdrew Irom it 
without a light, allow ing ’ Antal* 10 
set up a central control post for the 
area. 

At the southern end ol the 
Green Line, in the suburb of Lai- 
lake. the tail apartment blocks and 
close-packed houses of the city 
centre give way to largely des- 
erted. small homes, barns and fie- ■" 
Ids. 

Here the front is more open, 
with several hundred metres sep- 
arating Lhe army and their militia 
opponents. 

Young Amal fighters have dug 
trenches into the side of a railway 
embankment, their most forward 
position, allowing them to peer 
out under the old rails at opp- 
osition positions in a nearby aba- 
ndoned Lebanese University bui- 
lding. 


PSP militiamen, offshore boat exchange fire 


BEIRUT (AP‘. — vlainly Druze 
Progressive Socialist Party fPSPi 
militiamen outside the U.S. emb- 
assy offices on Beirut's seafront 
exchanged gunfire T uesday with a 
speedboat offshore that also fired 
on a U.S. helicopter, witnesses 
said. 

No one was reported injured in 
the three-minute shootout, which 
occurred at mtdmoming in the 
area around the embassy offices 
guarded by U.S. vlarines. 


TOKVO lR- -• Japanese shi- 
powners have told two oil tankers 
heading for the Gulf not to go to 
Iran' Kharg Island terminal after 
Iraq said vlonday that its air force 
had attacked tankers berthed 
there, a spokesman said Tuesday. 

The two tankers, due to reach 
Kharg Island between vlarch 7 
and Id. have been told to wait at 
Sirri Island at the southern end of 
the Gulf, he said. 

The Japanese Transport \1in- 
istry said no tankers owned or cha- 
rtered by Japanese firms were now 
at Kharg Island and only the two 
vessels diverted to Sirri Island had 
been due there in the next few 
days. 

The ministry said 16 Japanese 
tankers and 2t» freighters were 
now in the Gulf. About 60 per 


vlarines and other witnesses 
were uncertain whether (PSP: mil- 
itiamen. who also help guard Lhe 
embassy offices, opened fire first 
as a warning that the boat was 
coming too close to shore or if the 
PSP opened up after someone 
aboard the boat first shot at the 
CB-46 helicopter. 

Sources at the embassy said a 
smoke flare was put up as a signal 
for the chopper not to land. They 


cent of Japan's oil comes through 
the Strait of Hormuz, but the gov- 
ernment has a stockpile equal to 
1 20 daysof national consumption. 

Shipowners and ministry off- 
icials said they had no con- 
firmation of the Iraqi attack. 

Foreign vlnistry officials noted 
that Japan was one of the few 
non-Communist industrialised 
nations with diplomatic relations 
with both Iraq and Iran. 

While ruling out a formal med- 
iation role in the Gulf war. Japan 
has urged both sides to stop fig- 
hting and move to the negotiating 
table. 

Iraqi aircraft earlier this month 
attacked an unfinished Japanese- 
I rani an petrochemical complex at 
Bandar Khomeini after Iran and a 
Japanese consortium agreed to 


said they did not know if the hel- 
icopter was hit by any of the fire 
from the boat, which they said had 
been seen often cruising from the 
Falangist area of vlaameltain to 
the nonh. 

The area north of the Falangist 
port of Jounieh is used by the FaJ- 
ange Party militia that has been 
fighting the PSP since last Sep- 
tember. according to vlarines 
here. 


resume construction work there. 

The S3 .5 billion project was 
abandoned when #5 per cent 
complete in September 19KU at 
the start of the Gulf war. It was 
later bombed several times by the 
Iraqis. 

None of the 1 35 Japanese tec- 
hnicians surveying the site was 
injured in the latest Iraqi attack, 
but a second group of Japanese 
■workers cancelled their flight from 
Tokyo. 

The Japanese financial daily 
Nihon KeizaiShimbun quoted off- 
icials of Iran’s National Oil Com- 
pany (NIOC; as telling its Tehran 
correspondent Monday night: 
"Loading operations at Kharg Isl- 
and are under way smoothly right 
ai this moment. W'e now have no 
problem at all.” 


Cairo 
begins 
new trials 

CAIRO (R - - Screaming slogans 
against the United States and Isr- 
ael. some I7n vluslim fuo4 
damemalists went on trial Tue- 
sday accused of plotting rev- 
olution in Egypt. 

Packed in 12 cages in an exh- 
ibition hall converted 10 a huge' 
courtroom, the mostly-bearded 
defendants, apparently at a nod 
from their leader, interrupted the 
judge at the start of the pro- 
ceedings to read verses from the 
Holy Koran then chanted in uni- 
son “God is our defender. God 
defends the believers." 

They were replying to Judge 
Mohammad Shawki Mahmoud 
who was allocating defence cou- 
nsel for each the defendants, all- 
eged to belong to the outlawed Al 
Jihad (holy struggle Movement, 

Of an original 1 76 defendants, 
prosecutors said one died in prison 
and five escaped and were being 
tried in absentia. 

The judge later allowed that 33 
of them could be released pending 
trial and postponed the next hea- 
ring to vlarch 21. 

Several of them are armed for- 
ces officers but most are university 
students. 


Japan cautions Gulf-bound tankers 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 

EXHIBITIONS 

* "Portraits of Landscapes from the 
Middle East" by Wolfgang Tielsch al 
die Goethe Institute at 9:Uu a.m. 

* "Children's exhibition at the theatre 
of the Department of Culture and Arts. 

* Paintings by Ahmad Na'wash at the 
University of Jordan's Library at 1 luifr 

a.m. 

■ Turkish Carpet exhibition at lu a.m.: 
paintings by Sabahat Rashdan-. and pho- 
tos by Osman Akuz at the San Rock 
Hotel 

* Turkish handicrafts and paintings exh- 
ibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

VIDEO 

* "Akinciiar Geliyor*’ and “Gelin". 
Turkish film programmes at the San 
Rock Hotel ai 4:<X> p.m. 

* "L’avcnnirc de L'an Modeme" at the 
French Cultural Centre at 4 Jit p.m. 

MUSIC 

“Turkish folk music program me at 
9:30 p.m. at ihe San Rot* Hotel. 

MUSEUMS 

Folklore Museum; Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over loo yean old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jertuh |4th to lflih 
centuries I. The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hour#: 9X10 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Vear.rouiid. Tel. 51760. 

JerdM Archaeological Mamma Hasan 
excellent collection of the antiquitiief 
Jordan. Jabal gavi gqaTa iCitadel HOI). 
Opening hours: 9.UU a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
t Friday# and official holidays 1D.IHJ tun. 
4.00 pjn.l. Closed Tuesdays. 

Junta NnriwMl Gofery: Contains a col- 
lection ol paintings. ceram«*« and scu- 
lpture# by contemporary Is. .tic artists 
from mott of the Muslim countries and a 

collection of paintings by I9th Century 
ori ent alist artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Luwcibdch. Opening hours: 10. 0U a_rn, 


1.30 p.m. and 3Ju p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesday*. TeL 31)128. 

Martyr*' Memorial fMBtary Mnsetnal: 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
66424U. 

Poprin life ol Jordan Museum; 11*0 to 
15U year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a-m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre -Tel: 661U26»7 

American Centre 44371 

American Centre library 4 1 520 

British Council 36147-x 

French Cultural Centre 37 ihim 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 443u3 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Arts Centre 695195 

Hussein. Youth City 667181 

Y.W.C.A 41793 

Y W.M.A. - 664251 

Amman Municipal Library ..... 361 1 1 
University of Jordan Library 843555 


CHURCHES 

SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic! 
Jabal Amman, tel. 24590. 

Church of the Ansmuciation (Roman 
Catholic! label Luweibdeh. 37441). 

De la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hossein. 661757. 

Church of the taamdatian (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdaJi. 23541 . 

Anglican Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 41559. 
Armenian CatbqBc Cbefrh Aahrafich, 
71331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chsreh Aahrafich. 
75261. 

PRAYER TIMES 


•4:44 
06.06 
11.-49 
1545 . 
I7-J2 
1*54 


— — - - Fajr 

(Sunrise) Shuruq 

Dhuhr 

...‘A*r 

- - Maghreb 

— 'hha 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airpon wL (08) 53250. 
where it should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

07:00 — Cairo [MS] 

69: *5 Aqaba (RJj 

09"- 15 Dubai. Abu Dahbi (RJ) 

09-J0 Karachi I'PIA) 

99:45 - Dhahran. Kuwait (RJ) 

09:45 Cairo iRJ) 

11:05 Muscat. Bahrain (KLM) 

I4.-0S - Cairo (MSi 

14:40 — Kuwait \KU) 

14JS — ..... Bucharest. Laroaca (RO) 

15:00 Jeddah iSV) 

15 JO Cairo (.RJ | 

17:00 Rio de Janeiro, Lisbon (LAI 

17:15 New York. Vienna (RJ) 

17J0 Copenhagen. Athens I RJ i 

IhN Paris, Damascus (AF) 

I&00 Madrid. Rome (RJ) 

1 *J* Ciro (RJ) 

18J0 Bangkok (RJ) 

2*05 Cairo | MS) 

2M8 Frankfurt Lamaea (LH| 

20=55 Zurich. Athens. Damascus (SR) 

0&30 Cairo (RJ) 

00:45 Baghdad (RJj 


DEPARTURES 

85*45 Cairo (RJ) 

0&25 Lantaco. Frankfurt (LH) 

0740 . — — Aqaba (RJ) 

•WO - Cairo (MS) 

•tUO Alliens (OA) 

IRK Damascus, Rome (Alitalia) 

llsOO Vienna. New York (RJ) 

11:30 — — Cairo (RJ) 

•US Amsterdam (KLM) 

1W0 London (RJ) 

14J0 Cairo (RJl 

1*65 • — - Cairo (MS) 

!*40 Kuwaiti KU | 

1*50 ..... Lamaea. Bucharest (Taro raj 

M * Jeddah (Saudia) 

19J0 Kuwait, Dhahran (RJl 

l* 40 - Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

1*06 - Jeddah (RJ) 

3WS — Cairo (E Al 


20:15 Baghdad (RJl 

20J0 Cairo (RJl 

2DJ0 Abu Dhobi. Dubai iRJ) 

21 <5 — Cairo (EA) 

22J0 Abu Dhabi. Karachi i PI A) 

02:05 Cairo (EA) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local sdUbuy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 6U J» 69.7 

Dutch guilder 125.7/ 126 j 

Egyptian guinea 317.6 / 322J 

French franc ..... 46.1/ 46.4 

Iraqi dinar 362.2' 36S-3 

Italian lire (for 1«HJ| ...... 22.8/ 23 

Japanese yen (for 100) 1 58.2' 159.1 

Kuwaiti dinar 1263/ 1269.6 

Lebanese lira 66.6/ j 

Omani riyal 1065/ 1071 .6 

Qatari riyal 101 J' 102 

Saudi riyal 105.2/ 10S.R 

Swedish own 47.4 r 47.7 

Swiss franc 170.4/ 171.4 

Syrian Irra 54,7 

UAE dirham 10UJ/ 101,3 

UX. sterling pound 549.4 1 552.7 

U.S. dollar 369/ 371 

W. German mark ........ 141.8/ 142.7 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

it will be dry and warm, with easterly 
moderate winds. In Aqaba, winds will 
be northerly moderate and sens calm. 

Lev.- ’high temperature in deg. G 

Amman 6/20 

Aq»ba 14/26 

Deserts 3nq 

Jordan Valley 15/25 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 16. Aqaba 22. Humidity rea- 
ding#: Amman 23 per cent, Aqaba 27 
per cent. 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193,75111 

Ftrsuiid, fire, police (99 

Blood bank 75121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192, 21 til, 37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service 71125-8 

Queen Alia InL Airport .. (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. 813813-32 

KhaJidi Maternity, J. Amman 44281-4 

Akfleh Maternity, I. Amman .. 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Mallus. J. Amman 36140 

Palearinc, Shmegam 664171-4 

Shmeinni Hospital 669131 

University Hospital ..... 845845 

Dar Ai-Shifa. J. Hussein 66715R 

AFMuaher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali 665292 

AFAMi. Abdali . . 664164 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 77101-3 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 751 ] j 

Army. Marks 91611 

NIGHT DUTV 


Dr. vvjiIiJ Mnsn ... 

AJ Salem pharmacy 

673485 

3673 «. 













Tareq taxi 

23024 

Stuihiri lari 

21091 


92930 

1RBID 

Dr. Radwan Sa'ad 

73877 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Far ah Aqrabawi .. 
Ra'ad pharmacy ... 

*1123 


GENERAL 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Ministry of Tourism 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Nabfl Mieidi 


665898 


Hotel eomplaiou 

Price complaints 

Telephone: 

Information ... 

Jordan and Middle East calb . 

Oversea* calls 

Cable or telegram 

Repair service 


MARKET PRICES 


Upperibwer price in fib per kg. 

APP“ -.350/300 

280 / 240 

Banana (Mukammar) 24U i no 

- - — 420/380 

Cabbage 50/ ^ 

150 / 120 

Cauliflower (white) ....... 60/40 

Cucumber (large) 200 / 150 

Cuctunber tsmafl) 300/250 

- - -180/150 

Eggplant (large) ......... 140/ loo 

Eggplant (small) — 150/120 

Figs. -...400/300 

Garhc ... 340/300 

Grapes (white) 700 / 600 


Grapes (Mack) 
Grapefruit „„ 


Glihva 


Marrow (large) — 
Marrow (small). 

Mandarin ... 


OBves — — ■ 

Onion (<fryj — . — 

Okra — ~ — ■ 

Oranges (Abu£orraj - 
Oranges (SfateHBMtti) - 


Pepper (sweet) 

Pepper (hor greed) 
Potatoes — l — 


.700/600 
100/ 80 

.400/300 

160/140 

—. 150/120 

2501200 

_ —230/200 
— .350/2M 
~S 170/ M0 
, _ u0/ 100 

.300/250 

1 ^. 230 '200 

500 

550/500 

TT 620 /50t) 








HA* 









Home news 


Oil results ‘reasonable’ 
in Azraq, reports say 



AMMAN — A tews pro- 
3 ^tdfog for o3 in Jordan is rep- 
orted to bare arrived fit **rea- 
SBBtble results*’ alter drilling ope- 
rttbpos at the Kurma well to the 
Azraq regbtt. 

A report in the daily Arabic 
newspaper A1 Ra’i said Tuesday 
that (tariffing was continuing at the 
■*W«U Rajel" well, also in the 
same region. 

According to the paper, final 
route of the prospecting ope* 
rations will be announced soon and 
nffl indicate the presence of oil that 
Hows naturally to the surface. 

first estimates say that at feast 
600 barrels of erode ofl can be ext' 
ncteddaHy from the two wells, the 
paper added. 


The paper said that more wells 
wffl be drilled at a distance of 1 ,700 
metres apart ia the same region, 
which is called “the a3 basin". 

Since the drflfing is in "the oil 
harin’*, the final results will be 
encouraging the paper predicts. 

The Jordan Times and AI Ra’i 
earlier tins year published reports 
about the driDiag operations going 
on at AI Azraq region. 

Prime Minister Ahmad ‘Obe- 
idat was scheduled to visit AI 
Azraq region Tuesday to inspect 
the drilling operations there, acc- 
ording to other press reports. 

They said that Natural Res- 
ources Authority officers wiU acc- 
ompany the prime minister on ids 
tour. 


Greece jails Jordanian 
for explosives possession 


ATHENS lAP 1 — A criminal 
court Monday handed down a 
, 20-month jail sentence to a stu- 
dent with a Jordanian passport 
who is being sought by Italian pol- 
ice for alleged involvement in an 
attack on Rome's main synagogue 
two years ago. a court spokesman 
said. 

Osama AI Zomor. 23. who has 
already spent IS months in jail 
since his arrest, was found guilty of 
illegal possession of explosives, 
the spokesman said. 

The five-member court dro- 
pped criminal charges of smu- 
ggling after AI Zomor claimed (he 
explosives were intended for the 
Palestinian Liberation Org- 
anisaiion and not for terrorist att- 
acks in Greece. 

The court called for the stu- 
dent’s permanent expulsion from 
Greece when he is released from 
jail in July, the court official said. 

Extradition demand 

Italy last year demanded AJ 
Zomor s extradition on charges of 
complicity in the hand-grenade 


attack by five men at the Rome 
synagogue in October iyx2. 
which killed a two-year-old boy 
and injured 32 people. 

But Greek justice minister Get 
Emangakis. turned down the ext- 
radition request saying AI Zomor 
must first be tried in Greece “for 
the serious crime he committed 
here." 

At vlonday’s hearing. AI 
Zomor denied involvement in the 
Rome synagogue attack, said the 
court spokesman, who declined to 
be named. 

AJ Zomor was arrested in Nov- 
ember JyN2 with another Jor- 
danian. 32-ycar-old mechanic, 
vlohammad AI Fayez. Customs 
officers at Greece's northern bor- 
der with Turkey found 6u kil- 
omgrammes of explosives and var- 
ious weapons hidden in their car. 

Al Fayez also received a 21)- 
dtonth sentence to be followed by 
permanent expulsion from Gre- 
ece. the court spokesman said. 

Spokesmen for both the Public 
Security Department and the vfin- 
isiry of Foreign Affairs here said 
that they had no information on 
the matter. 


Representatives meet Arafat 


(Continued from page 1) 


Committee to reiterate com- 
mitment to the 197K Baghdad 
summit resolutions binding Arab 
countries and the PLO to boycott 
Egypt in the aftermath of its sig- 
ning the Camp David agreement 
with Israel. 

— A commitment not to deputise 
or to grant a mandate to any Arab 
country to talk on behalf of the 
Palestinians in any peace neg- 
otiation. 

- Guarantees irom Centra) 
Committee to prevent any vio- 
lation of Palestinian resolutions 
and to enhance the collective lea- 
dership of the PLO. 

Both organisations have opp- 
osed (he ongoing talks in Amman, 
and the sources said that the 
DFLP “ is basically opposed to the 
unclear basis of the talks.” A rea- 
son that was cited by Palestinian 
sources here also apply on four 
Fateh Central Committee mem- 
bers “who expressed serious res- 
ervations on the current talks.” 
But. this was denied by Fateh 
\ officials here who stressed the fai- 
lure future of Mr. Farouk Al Kad- 
doumi, the head of the PLO Pol- 
itical Department, to come to Jor- 
dan for the talks “has no political 
significance" . They said that vlr. 
Kaddoumi could not join the PLO 
ieam because of ill health. 


The talks continue Wednesday. 

Palestinian sources told the 
Jordan Times Monday that “ in the 
ongoing talks, the PLO is det- 
ermined to focus on points that 
unify the two positions and not on 
points of differences.” They exp- 
lained that the differences are 
“dear to both sides and therefore 
they (the differences) should not 
disrupt relations." The sources 
added that despite differences 
"there is a scope of joint political 
action.” 

Mr. Arafat Tuesday received in 
bis residence a number of dig- 
nitaries from Jerusalem and del- 
egations representing refugee 
camps in Jordan, in addition to the 
delegation from the West Bank. 

Later the PLO chairman rec- 
eived presidents of Jordanian doc- 
' tors, pharmacists and demists ass- 
ociations. 

vlr. Arafat also received Mr. 
Nabrl Badr. who is in charge of 
Egyptians' interests in Jordan. 

Italian Ambassador to Jordan 
Marquis Fabrizio also visited Mr. 
Arafat and delivered a message 
from the Italian government, 
vlr. Arafat and the King are exp- 
ected to hold another round of 
talks Wednesday or Thursday. 
The two leaders will also attend a 
military display to be presented by 
units of the Jordanian Armed For- 
ces. 


Team to tour Arab countries 


(Continued from page 1) 

almost two hours, was attended by 
Minister of Trade. Industry and 
Tourism Jawad Al Anani. and. the 
Minister of Occupied Territories 
Affairs S hawk at Mahmoud from 
the Jordanian side and PLO dep- 
uty militaiy Commander Khalil Al 
Wazir. PLO Executive Com- 
mittee member Hanna Nasir. 
PLO Executive Committee rep- 
resentative in Amman Abdul 
Razak Yahya and PLO spo- 
kesman Abdul Rahim Ahmad. 

Mr. Arar told the Jordan Times 
that Tuesday's meeting was a res- 
umption of the committee's reg- 
ular session, during which it rev- 
iewed a working agenda including 
the committee’s various activities, 
financial situation, and projects 
the committee has undertaken. 

Mr. Arar said the joint com- 
mittee will present a detailed rep- 
ort on the meeting to the Higher 
Committee for Steadfastness 
which will meet Wednesday co- 
chaired by Prime Minister Ahmad 
‘Obeidat and PLOChairraan Yas- 
ser Arafat. 

Regarding financial difficulties 
faced by the Arab fund. PLO spo- 
kesman Ahmad said many Arab 
countries defaulted on its pay; 
mems and the fund's cumulative 
deficit till 19X3 amounted to SI 55 
milUon. 


Mr. Ahmad said that the fund's 
annual budget for J9N4 is exp- 
ected to amount to S]ii() million. 

He added that some of the def- 
aulting countries such as Libya 
"pays much more than its com- 
mitment to the destruction of (he 
Palestinian struggle." 

He said that Algeria did not pay 
some of its instalments while 
Saudi Arabia paid off its com? 
mitrnem totally including its 
commitment for the^ear 1 984. 

Asked to comment on the rea- 
sons behind the countries’ def- 
aults. Mr. Ahmad said: “They talk 
of financial difficulties, but we 
hope thal they overcome the dif- 
ficulties this year so as to make it 
up for the people who are suf- 
fering under occupation and to 
support their steadfastness.” 

Mr. Ahmad said the people in 
the occupied Arab territories are 
subjected to J 7 different kinds of 
taxes as well as to all kinds of ter- 
rorism and seizures of land and 
water resources, and the des- 
■truction of agricultural and ind-’ 
ustrial projects and products.** 

■r 

The joint committee will meet 
again Saturday to resume dis- 
cussions on various issues inc- 
luding the committee's agr- 
icultural, industrial, commercial 
and touristic activities is the occ- 
upied Arab territories. 
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Speaker of the Upper House of Parliament Ahmad 
AI Lawzi Tuesday meets tbe Canadian par- 


liamentary delegation currently on a visit to Jordan 
(Petra photo) 


Anthropology symposium moves to field 
after three days of research discussion 


A M MAN iJ.T.) — Participants at 
the seminar on “ Anthropology in 
Jordan: State of the An”, which 
started here Saturday, paid a visit 
Tuesday to Yarmouk University, 
during which they listened to 'a 
briefing about the university, its 
future plans and present pro- 
grammes. 

They also visited the Jordan 
Valley and some villages with arc- 
haeological sites in the northern 
part of Jordan. 

These visits arc pan of the field 
research on which the seminar dis- 
cussions are partly based, the Jor- 
danian News Agency. Petra, quo- 
ted one of the delegates as saying. 

Accompanying the participants 
on their visit Tuesday was Dr. 
Ahmad Sharkas. director of the 
Department of Libraries. Doc- 
umentation and National Arc- 
hives iDLDNAi. 

The three-day. symposium, 
which was organised by the 
DLDNA in co-operation with the 
University of Jordan and Yar- 


mouk University, concluded its 
formal sessions here Monday. 

Working papers 

The participants discussed over 
three days a number of working 
papers presented by Arab and 
foreign intellectuals and res- 
earchers about anthropology, soc- 
ial change anti features of life in 
the village and countryside. 

Dr. Richard Anton, president 
of the Department of Ant- 
hropology in New York Uni- 
versity. spoke about the role of the 
orator and oration in Islam. 

American researcher Linda 
Layne presented a paper about 
the use land by the semi-nomadic 
Bani Abbad tribes. 

Dr. Fadwa AJ Jundi presented a 
paper about the women’s mov- 
ement in the modernisation pro- 
cess and Muslim women in the 
Arab World. 

Other papers, which were pre- 
sented at the symposium, tackled 
subjects relating to authority and 


social organisations in the Arab 
region, anthropology and the Jor- 
danian community, and the 
Roman city of Jerash. 

Dr. Sharkas said that ant- 
hropology is one of the hum- 
anitarian branches of knowledge 
which necessitates further study 
and attention, particularly since 
such a branch is dependent on 
meticulous field work. 

Only then do trends become 
clear to such an extent that sol- 
utions potential to social problems 
arising from social change become 
clear. 

Dr. Sharkas added that the 
symposium, through the research 
it discussed, is consistent with pla- 
nning to satisfy the social and cul- 
tural needs for Jordan. 

It will also enable us to cope 
with the accelerating pace of soc ial 
change, particularly the great pace 
of economic and technological 
change which. Dr. Sharkas said, 
will help us to maintain our ide- 
ntity. 


MP seeks extension of fishing, rights 



Ati Abul ‘la 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — A Jordanian mem- 
ber of parliament is seeking to 
extend Jordan fishing concessions 
to include waters within the Saudi 
Arabian and Egyptian territorial 
limits. 

Lower House of Parliament 
member. Mr. Ati AbuJ ‘Jzz, has 
submitted a motion to the gov- 
ernment urging it to take up the 
issue with the governments in 
Cairo and Riyadh. 

According to Mr. Abul ‘fzz. 
Jordanian fishermen in Aqaba 
used to fish in the regions near the 
northerti parts of Saudi Arabia 
and the shores close to Egypt bef- 
ore 1^67 in accordance with agr- 
eements reached between Jordan 
and the two countries. 

This practice was suspended 


after the 1967 war because of Isr- 
ael's occupation of the Egyptian 
shore. 

Now that the whole area has 
been returned to Egypt. Mr. Abul 
‘ Izz said there is no reason for Jor- 
danians not ’to resume fishing as 
before. 

He said that the two gov- 
ernments should be requested to 
re-consider the situation and give 
their approval. 

The motion may be included in 
the agenda of the Lower of House 
of Parliament which is'scheduled 
to meet here Thursday under the 
chairmanship of its Speaker Akef 
.al Fayez, and in the presence of 
the cabinet. 

At Thursday s session, several 
draft laws will be reviewed and the 
government is expected to refer 
several more to the house for deb- 
ate. 


PLO chairman meets parliamentary delegation 

Arafat: Canadian policy 
must be more balanced 


By Elia NasraUab and Salameh B. Ne'matt 

AMMAN — Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat has urged a Can- 
adian parliamentary delegation visiting Jordan to 
exert pressure on their government to adopt a more 
balanced policy vis-a-vis the Middle East issue and to 
give due consideration and recognition to the leg- 
itimate rights of the Palestinian people in their hom- 
eland. 


Mr. Arafat also spoke to the 
Canadian parliamentarians on 
Israel’s constant violation of Pal- 
estinian people’s rights, its arb- 
itrary measures in ihe occupied 
Arab lands. Zionist massacres of 
Palestinian people and Israel's 
drive to evacuate the Arab lands 
of their indigenous population. 

He also reviewed with his vis- 
itors the history of (he Palestine 
problem, pointing out the real int- 
entions of the Israelis. "They are 
intent.” he said, "on obliterating 
the Palestinian people's identity 
and confiscating their territory.” 

The seven-member delegation, 
which is on a tour of the region, is 
led by vlr. Robert Corbett from 
the Conservative Party. 

A spokesman for the Canadian 
embassy told the Jordan Times 
that the delegation will be leaving 
Tuesday for Baghdad and will* 
then visit the West Bank. Syria 
and Tunisia. 

The delegation, which is on a 
fact-finding mission, is made up of 


members of the Canada^Arab 
World Parliamentary Association, 
the spokesman said. 

The delegation members Tue- 
sday met Speaker of the Upper 
House of Parliament (Senate: 
Ahmad Al Lawzi and several of its 
members. 

vlr. Lawzi said that the Can- 
adian parliamentarians' visit is 
very important and comes at a cri- 
tical time with the region facing 
the Iraq- 1 ran war. dangerous 
developments in Lebanon and the 
challenges facing the Palestine 
problem. 

Crux of the conflict 

•• The Palestine problem rem- 
ains the crux of the Arab- Israeli 
connict and the root cause of the 
sufferings of the Palestinian peo- 
ple." 

This, he continued, is directly 
attributable to Israel's continued 
occupation of Palestine and its ins- 
istence on denying the Pal- 
estinians their legitimate rights in 


(heir homeland. 

Mr. Lawzi urged the delegation 
to exert more pressure on their 
government towards adopting a 
balanced policy with regard to the 
Arab- Israeli conflict. 

This, he said, will enable Can- 
ada to achieve a durable and com- 
prehensive peace in (he Middle 
Easi. 

He also expressed the Senate’s 
keenness to maintain close co- 
operation with the Canadian par- 
liament. 

The Canadian delegation were 
received later by Lower House of 
Parliament Speaker Akef Al 
Fayez and several house mem- 
bers. 

The Canadian delegation mem- 
bers presented thetr views at the 
meeting on the Palestine problem 
and stressed the need to expand 
the contacts between the Can- 
adian and Arab people. 

sir. Fayez emphasised the imp- 
ortance ol such contacts and sard 
that the Lower House is forming a 
committee which will be charged 
with finding wav sot bolstering ties 
with Canadian parliamentarians 
to help explain Jordan’s views as 
to the Palestine problem and to 
help strengthen JorJanian- 
Canadian relations. 

Jordan is (irmly commuted to a 
Middle East settlement in acc- 
ordance with L'.N. resolutions 24 2 
and 33S. and will strive to regain 
the Palestinian people's rights 
based on the principle of sell det- 
ermination. vfr. Favez said. 


Noor to open gallery extension 


AMMAN (J.T.' - Wednesday. 
February 29. sees the opening by 
Her Majesty Queen Noor of the 
newly constructed second floor of 
ihe Jordan National Gallery. With 
its gleaming white walls and fee- 
ling of light and airy spaciousness, 
this new floor provides much nee- 
ded space for the gallery’s unique 
and rapidly expanding collection 
of an from the Arab and Islamic 
worlds. 

The building up of this col- 
lection has been the main aim of 
the gallery and. in the few short 
years since its inauguration in 
l* 4 *!*. the collection has grown 
beyond all recognition. While the 
speed of this expansion was obv- 
iously immensely grat flying for 
the president of the Royal Society 
for Fine Arts i RSFA 1 - the soc- 
iety that founded the gallery -• 
Princess Wijdan Afi. and for" the 
gallery's director, vfr. Suhail Bis- 
harai. the collection presented 
enormous problems of storage 
and display. 

“ Normally a collection of art is 
built up before a space for it is 
provided". Mr. Bisharai told the 
Jordan Times, "but instead of wai- 
ting five to U) years for a suitably- 
sized collection to be established, 
we opened a gallery and began col- 
lecting simultaneously.” 

At first this situation was fine, 
but as the collection grew and 


grew and because it had to be 
taken down every time an exh- 
ibition was staged ( this happened 
27 times) a solution to the pro- 
blem of space had to be found. 

“When you increase at this 
speed." continued vlr. Bisharai. 
"you do not have time to wait for 
the building of a new museum. So 
we went ahead with extreme dif- 
ficulty and constructed this second 
floor. All the funds for the ext- 
ension were raised by approaching 
local individuals and companies. 
So not only do they now feel more 
• involved with the gallery, but ihe 
new floor is a reflection of their 
efforts and that of many others.” 

Dynamic and fast growing 

The extra space means a great 
deal more however than just room 
to display favourably all the new 
works coming in. The new floor is 
living proof that the gallery is a 
dynamic and fast growing ins- 
titution and. sensing its growing 
reputation, artists from all over 
the Islamic World now warn their 
work co be included in the col- 
lection. while local artists are not 
only offering their work but also 
their services. 

" The moral support has been 
wonderful”. Princess Wijdan said, 
"and the awareness of what we are 
doing has increased a great deal.” 


As well as housing the per- 
manent collection, the new second 
floor t^il! he used for conference*, 
lectures and meetings. 

As for future plans lor the gal- 
lery: ■■ The next step will be to 
complete the collecting, cat- 
aloguing and analysis of the work 
of Arab and Islamic artists and 
then we will expand our collection 
to include Third World artists and 
so become the only Third World 
gallery in the world." At the rate we 
are going." Princess Wijdan con- 
tinued. “we will achieve tar more 
in the next five years than we did 
over the last.” 

Anani to head 
trade tour 

AMMAN {J.T.1 — Minister of 
Industry. Trade and Tourism. Dr. 
Jawad Anani. will head a trade 
and commerce delegation on 
March 22 to visit a number of 
Arab and African states including 
South Yemen. North Yemen. Eth- 
iopia, Somalia and Djibouti. 

During its rwo-week visit, the 
delegation will hold talks with off- 
icials in these states concerning an 
increase in and strengthening of 
trade between these countries and 
Jordan, and to sign bilateral com- 
mercial agreements. 


Arab economist predicts recession, urges policy evaluation 


By Ella NasraUah 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

A M MAN — A leading Arab eco- 
nomist believes that the Arab 
World will face a real economic 
recession in the coming years. In a 
recent interview. Dr. Burhan Oaj- 
ani. secretary- general of the Fed- 
eration of Arab Chambers of Ind- 
ustry, Trade and Agriculture 
I FACITA) warned Arab states of 
an" impending drop in economic 
activity brought about by a lull in 
business in the Gulf region. 

The Gulf countries have so far 
provided good areas for inv- 
estment and have created jobs for 
millions of Arab engineers, wor- 
kers. teachers, and specialists in 
many fields, he said. 

The countries of the Arabian 
Gulf have also made available 
loans ihrou&h specialised funds to' 
many underdeveloped regions of 
the Arab World, but this situation 
is changing rapidly. Dr. Dajani 
said. 

The Arabian Gulf has sharply 
reduced its aid and loans to the 
Arab World, and this move will 
certainly affect the level of eco- 
nomic activity in these Arab cou- 
ntries. Dr. Dajani added. In the 
light of this trend, he said, the 
other Arab states will have to 
re-examine their policies per- 
taining to investment and dev- 
elopment projects, and will have 
to find a way to absorb workers 
now returning home from the 
Gulf. 

Food security 

Dr. Dajani said: "FAC1TA is 
following with deep concern the 
problems of Arab food security 
and is trying to do what it can to 


bridge the gap between the rate of 
importation and production of 
foodstuffs". 

Recent statistics reveal that the 
Arab World produces nearly 6» 
per cent of its required food, and 
imports the rest from different 
countries of the world, he said. 
Efforts to deal with the the pro- 
blem are however onlY moving 
slowly, and the gap is widening 
despite the unlimited Arab agr- 
icultural potential. 

"FAC IT A is trying to help 
Arab countries exploit their agr- 
icultural resources in an efficient 
manner." he said. “We are esp- 
ecially interested in joint agr- 
icultural ventures that require ser- 
ious effort and wise financial inv- 
estment. 

"But what is needed are funds, 
in addition to the co-ordination of 
individual Arab investment plans, 
thal can make Arab economic inf- 
rastructure keep pt"e with agr- 
icultural investment and agr- 
icultural schemes. Indeed, food 
security requires that all Arab sta- 
tes gear their development pro- 
cesses in such a way as to cope with 
agricultural investments.” he said. 

FACITA’s programmes 

FACITA does not fallow rou- 
tine policies but uses action plans 
to channel creative work designed 
to boost development and to pro- 
mote food security. The aim of this 
is to achieve a brighter economic 
future for the Arab World. Dr. 
Dajani pointed out. 

He said: "Our aim is to increase 
•inter- Arab solidarity and co- 
operation." 

Dr. Dajani also said: “Jn 1MK4. 
FACITA will concentrate its eff- 
orts on joint Arab projects and on 
increasing investment of Arab 


capital in Arab countries. We have 
succeeded in creating a suitable 
climate for such investment but 
more work is still to be done in this 
respect. 

“We aim to introduce tec- 
hnology that can create new ind- 
ustrial panems that should raise 
‘the standard of Arab industries." 
he said. 

Over the past year FACJTA has 
organised two international sem- 
inars. one of which was held in 
Paris in March in co-operation 
■with French businessmen. 

The seminar included official 
participation and was attended by 
(Members of the public, with both 
French and Kuwaiti officials mak- 
ing speeches. 

The Paris seminar underlined 
the dose relationship between the 
economic and national interests of 
Arab countries and France, and 
also on the need for France to 
maintain its support for Arab cau- 
ses as a way of further bolstering 
its economic relations with the , 
Arab World. 

The second seminar was held in 
Belgium in co-operation with the. 
European Community and a 
number of European companies 
and -firms. 

"This seminar was in a sense a 
continuation of the Euro-Arab 
dialogue." Dr. Dajani said. 

Leading businessmen from both 
sides took part in the seminar and 
engaged in direct discussions 
which dealt with problems con- 
nected with the exports of Arab 
non-oil producing countries to 
European nations, especially pro- . 
ducts from the Maghreb countries. 

At this seminar a call to bolster 
trade between the fwo sides was 
supported by a number of gov- 
ernments. particularly France and 
Britain. 


Conferences 

In addition to the two seminars. 
FACITA held two important con- 
ferences. according to Dr. Dajani. 

He said: "The association org- 
anised an annual conference in 
Khartoum, Sudan for Arab cha- 
mbers of commerce, agriculture 
and industry under the slogan of 
agricultural development. . 

“Arab and foreign specialists 
took pan in that conference and in 
a parallel seminar on modernising 
the Arab agricultural sector. The 
seminar was a step towards exp- 
loring investment opportunities in 
Sudan's agricultural sector," he 
said. 

The other conference was for 
Arab businessmen and investors. 
This conference, he said, was held 
.towards the end of November. 

1 MK3. in the Moroccan city of Cas- 
ablanca. and was devoted to dis- 
cussing agriculture, animal hus- 
bandry. and industrial eng- 
ineering. 

The conference resulted in the 
establishment of a pan-Arab 
company for agricultural inv- 
estment with an initial capital of 
S l.diiO million, he said. 

"This reflects the Arab cou- 
ntries’ concern to ensure Arab 
food security and developing their 
agricultural potentials,’’ he added. 

The conference also decided to- 
Set up a pan- Arab company with a 
capital 5200 million, to develop 
(he Arab World’s resources of 
fish. 

Participants in the conference 
also decided to establish a number 
of engineering projects and will 
follow this up with the formation 
of a major Arab company for eng- 
ineering during this year.’’ 

Dr. Dajani described how the 


joint Arab-European chambers of 
commerce had worked hard in a 
bid to fill the vacuum in Arab- 
Europeau economic co-. 
operation. 

"It is unfortunate that some 
problems appear now and (hen io 
have marred Arab-European 
commercial relations. 

“This happened to the 
(talian-Arab chamber of com- 
merce which led to the dissolution 
of the chamber following dif- 
ferences stemming from the Ita- 
lians' attempis to dominate the 
chamber’s affairs. Dr. Dajani said. 

“The other Arab European 
chambers have been working suc- 
cessfully and without com- 
plication. he added. 

FACITA intends to hold a mee- 
ting in Amman in April. I9K4 and 
Dr. Dajani- said the meeting will 
be devoted ro discussing the drop 
in oil revenues in Gulf states and 
the attendant consequences for 
other Arab states. 


Jordan to 
attend dentists 
conference 

AMMAN (Pelral — Activities of 
the Arab Demists Federation 
(ADFj and its financial and adm- 
inistrative reports, in addition to a 
report about the federation’s rel- 
ations with the International Den- 
tists Federation will be discussed 
during a forthcoming session of 
the Permanent Bureau of the 
ADF due to be held in Algeria on 
March 2(1. 

Dr. Abdul Aziz Al Haj Ahmad, 
president of the Jordanian Den- 
tists Association, who is expected 
to attend the meetings, said that 
means of developing the pro- 
fession of dentists in the Arab 
World and improving dentistry 
services wi(( be among subjects to 
be discussed during the ADF con- 
ference. 

Amending the internal reg- 
ulations of the ADF and its annua] 
budget will also be discussed. Dr. 
Ahmad said. 
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i, a year of action 


NO dramatic results should be expected from the top-level talks being 
held here this week between His Majesty King Hussein and Palestine 
Liberation Organisation tPLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat on joint 
strategy Tor the future. This is the message from both the Jordanian 
and Palestinian sides whose meaning is also inherent in the conditions 
surrounding the talks. 

But if this is not the year for political settlements, nor necessarily for 
entrenchment, what could Jordan and the PLO possibly do together to 
prepare for the period ahead? And how far can joint' planning go in 
preparing fully for what is likely to follow? 

These are only two of many questions that could and should be 
asked in order to understand the developments of these days and 
future steps also. 

PLO officials have gone on record assaying that, short or adopting a 
joint initiative, there are a number of areas in which they would like to 
see co-operation with Jordan strengthened. While political stalemate 
over the Middle East lingers, these officials say. Jordan and the PLO 
could work jointly at preparing the ground for involving the Soviet 
Onion in the next round of the peace process, since the two sides 
rightly agree on the need to involve the Sovietsand since changes in the 
stance of the U.S. would have to be made over this question. Jordan 
and the PLO coukl also launch a joint drive to cement Arab unity,and 
work together towards ending the war between Iraq and Iran. They, 
with the added power of two key players in the Middle Rast. coukl play 
a much more effective rule In the European arena and get Rnrope to 
participate in a larger degree in the search for a regional settlement. 
This in addition to fufl co-ordination on combatting Israeli power, 
propaganda and influence with all the available means. 

Jordan, for its part, thinks not much differently on the need to work 
with the PLO in almost every aspect of the issue. But it is no secret that 
Jordan also wants the Palestinian leadership to go all the way in 
reaching with us full understanding of the dangers and challenges 
facing Arab inaction over the Palestinian problem. 

Jordan is particularly concerned, and rightly so, about the negative 
effects of the continued occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, the 
creeping annexation of this land, the inflammable situation in Leb- 
anon, the deepening of divisions in Arab ranks and the growing 
tendency to polarise the conflict in the Middle Rast. Besides, time is of 
the essence, and neither Jordanians nor Palestinians nor the rest of the 
Arabs can any longer afford the policy of waiting or procrastinating. 
Hence the pressure to act. * 

In the end, however, and regardless of differences in opinion here 
and there, Jordan and the PLO need one another, and must act 
together if there is to be any chance of putting an end to the tragedy of 
land lost and rights usurped. If the maximum agreement in not 
reached this time, let us aim for it in the next round. The channels of 
communications should remain always open, but more than that both 
Jordan and the PLO need intake urgent and practical steps to stop the 
slide and improve their position. This is a national responsibility that 
cannot be overlooked. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra i : Front-line watchmen 

HHIN 24 hours I'Ll 1 Chair nan t asset Aralat has :net twice with 
His Majesty King Hussein and Prime vlinisier Ahmad 'Obeidat in 
discuss issues nf nuiual concern m the Jordanian and Palestinian 
peoples. 1 he presence in A nnan ol delegations representing the 
•A cm Bank underlines the i nportanee ol the Jordan-PLO meetings 
and emphasises the necessity ol translating the ideas and discussions 
into joint actions. 

Both the Jordanian and PLO leaderships realise the dangers thr- 
eatening the region in \ iev. of continued Israeli occupation ol Arab 
land, and therefore, are imem on aborting Zionist designs. Both the 
Jordanians and the Palestinians have the same fate of con fronting the 
Zionist enemy and his aggressive plans, and both peoples are bound 
to lace I lie inevitable task ol Jclending the Arab Nation together. 

1 he Zionist conspiracy which started in Palestine early this century 
and bey.m to lake shape in I 'U.x is actually directed against the whole 
Arab Nation but the Palestinians and Jordanians are destined to face 
its i,n Mediate dangers and protect their land and people. 


Al Dustour: People expect joint action 

THE AKR1A AL in Amman over the past few days of Palestinian 
delegations in urge the Jordanian and Palestinian leaderships to join' 
hands and take joint action to save the Arab people and land now 
under Israeli occupation gives further momentum to the Jordan- 
PLO talks. 1 he calls voiced by the delegations reflect the sincerest 
feelings and demonstrate Palestinian backing for the joint effort bv 
the two leaderships which are now trying to s3v e them from occ- 
upation and give them freedom. 

The delegation's blessing for the Amman talks does not only give 
support tor the Jordanian and Palestinian leaderships but also places 
on them a heavier responsibility. I’liev must make a serious re- 
assessment ol the Arab situation and act in a very responsible manner 
to save their kinsmen be lore it is too late. 

Despite the present weakness of the Arab Nation and the divisions 
among its ranks, the eyes ol the Arab people and the world at large 
now wuich the outcome of the talks and are anxious to know about 
the luture steps in be token for opening the way which could lead to 
sohing the Palestinian problem. 


Sflu-/ Al Shaab : Bearers of the same torch 

THR LEBANESE crisis has attracted the attention of the world for 
so long, but the situation in the occupied West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip remains the major issue that had caused so much sufferings for 
the peoples ol the region, 

Israel's continued arbitrarj measures in the West Bank and the 
escalation of resistance activity in the territory will no doubt remain 
the warning sign to the Arab nation at large and the Jordanian and 
Palestinian people in panicularto take heed and to acl before it is too 
fate. 

The Jordanian and Palestinian leaderships realise that the present 
calm in the situation can never last lor lung and the Israelis could be 
planning another aggression on the Arab nation. The Jordaniansand 
Palestinians are the main target ol Zionist attacks in view of their 
geographic portion ami their proximity to i he occupied Arab reg- 
ions. There lore, the JorJjnians and Palestinians are bound to co- 
ordinate their steps and join hands to deal with the situation. 


'ft*- 


MIDDLE EAST HORIZON 


Arafat still retains a leader’s grip 


ONE OF the trials of jou- 
rnalism is waiting and waiting 
and waiting for people to arr- 
ive: for meetings to end: for 
interviews to begin. While wai- 
ting for the arrival of PLO Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat Sunday at 
the Civil Airport in Mark a, I 
spoke with a number of Jor- 
danian and Palestinian officials 
and compared notes with fel- 
low journalists about the pos- 
sible significance of Arafat's 
first visit in nearly a year to 
Amman. 

At press deadline for this 
column, not much information 
had been released regarding 
the substance of talks between 
His Majesty King Hussein and 
the PLO chairman. But wha- 
tever the outcome. I am firmly 
convinced Yasser Arafat is still 
the main force behind the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
and thus, the Palestinian mov- 
ement itself. I think Arafat has 
demonstrated remarkable res- 
ilience during the various crises 
of the past few months, esp- 
ecially in rebounding from the 
"crisis of confidence'' within 
the PLO. resulting in the Tri- 
poli tragedy. 

To those of you who contend 
Arafat has lost all effectiveness 
as leader of the PLO. 1 say you 
are wrong. If he were really fin- 
ished in his role as the foremost 
representative of the Pal- 


estinian people, then world 
leaders would not bother hav- 
ing a conversation with him. 
much less any son of con- 
tinuing dialogue. 

To those of you who insist 
the PLO needs Jordan more 
than Jordan needs the PLO, 
hence Arafat's visit: You are 
right. But then the PLO was 
born out of need, a desperate 
need for representation for a 
people forced out of their 
homeland by Zionist occ- 
upation. And the Jordanian 
government has clearly ind- 
icated willingness to help the 
Palestinians by whatever 
means possible. 

Palestinian Scholar Edward 
Said has said Arafat is the first 
Palestinian leader to achieve 
two completely essential 
things: maintain an intelligent 
grasp of all the major factors 
-affecting the Palestinians eve- 
rywhere (inter-Palestinian 
problems, Arab and regional 
ones, international currents) 
and hold an equally astonishing 
sway over the detail of Pal- 
estinian life. “This is why he 
has occupied a place of such 
centrality with such skill for so 
long a time." Said has noted. 

There is no one who can 
boast the widespread support 
that Arafat maintains, in spite 
of the disseaters among the 


various PLO factions. What 
leader in the world does not 
have his detractors? No one 
before or since has ever had the 
impact Arafat did at the United' 
Nations when, in 1974. he told 
the General Assembly he came 
with an olive branch in one 
hand and a gun in the other, 
pleading with Israel not to let 
the olive branch drop from his 
hand. 

When I took at Arafat. I see 
not only a man and an imp- 
ortant political leader, but a 
revolutionary symbol of the 
long and painful struggle of the 
Palestinian nation. 

I see a warm, compassionate, 
caring man who has totally and 
selflessly dedicated himself.- 
with an almost religious zeal, to 
the Palestinian cause. And I 
see a shrewd and clever neg- 
otiator, with a keen intellect 
and wit. 

I am ashamed to admit five 
or six years ago I did not like 
Arafat, not because of his pol- 
itical beliefs but because he did 
not cultivate the smooth, pol- 
ished. refined image my Wes- 
tern eye was schooled to expect 
of a famous political leader. He 
seemed rough and uns- 
ophisticated and therefore 
unsavoury in a vague sort of 
way. Nothing tangible, really, 
but there it was... I thought 


Shafiq Al Hour or someone a 
bit more educated in ways of 
the West than Arafat would be 
a better spokesperson for the 
case for Palestine. 

This was not anything per- 
sonal against Arafat, but it 
seemed at the time that if T, 
who strongly sympathise with 
the Palestinians, found som- 
ething disturbing about Arafat, 
then someone who could not 
care less about the Palestinians 
would not begin to listen to 
Arafat’s point of view. It was a 
public relations problem, if you 
like. 

I know when deported West 
Bank mayors Mohammad Mil- 
hem and Fahd Qawasmi spoke 
in Washington, D.C. and New 
York and several other Ame- 
rican cities and European cap- 
itals, people tended to listen to 
what they were saying. Just 
maybe this was at least partly, 
because Milhcm and Qawasmi 
wore business suits and spoke 
English with less of an accent 
than Chairman Arafat. 

Now I realise Arafat's dress 
and manner are symbolically 
indicative of his struggle to ach- 
ieve self-determination for this 
people. I’ve even come to adm- 
ire his uniforms and army fat- 
igue style of dress. (And I am 
truly appalled to think 1 ever let 
anything as superficial as clo- 


thing style affect my per- 
ceptions). 

True, Arafat has suffered 
humiliation and defeat. His 
power has been severely tested 
and wfil most certainly face 
challenges in the future. He has 
been down, but definitely not 
out. 

Some of you will still insist he 
is little more than a figurehead 
of a disorganised consortium of 
political values and ideals. 1 
believe Arafat is a strong lea- 
der who reflects the courage 
and spirit of the Palestinian 
people. Without Yasser Ara- 
fat, the Palestinian movement 
would seriously suffer. 

Edward Said has remarked 
that “the fact of the matter is. 
today Palestine does not exist 
except as a memory, or more 
importantly as an idea, a pol- 
itical and human experience 
and an act of sustained popular 
wffl." Arafat has nurtured the 
' growth of the Palestinian mov- 
ement, keeping that sustained 
popular win alive. 

As for Arafat's detractors, I 
am reminded of a story Ame- 
rican statesman and inventor 
Benjamin Franklin told about 
the dilemma of trying to please 
all: 

“A man and his son set out 
on a journey, carrying their 
parcels on the back of a horse. 


After w; 
encountered some peopfe^bj 
voiced concern for Hit mtaft 
health, saying he sheiillijtte 
the horse. 

“The man got fih the hone 
and they travelled a few mine 
miles, where they saw another 
group of people, who rebuked 
the man for riding, white mai. 
ing his son trudge along in the 
mud. 

“So. the man dismounted 
and his son climbed atop the 
hone. They had not ventured 
far when a crowd of peasants 
shouted that the boy was. an 
ungrateful child to ride while 
his poor old father walked. 
Both the father and the son 
rode the horse, until they came 
upon another group of people 
who remarked how cruel they 
were to burden the horse with a 
double load. 

“So they got off and walked 
a few miles until some tra- 
vellers admonished them for 
being stupid fools to wdic when 
■they could ride the horse. - 

“Finally, in desperation, the 
man pcifced up the horse and 
threw him over a cliff." “Why 
did you do that, Father?” the 
boy cried in horror. “Son.” the 
man replied, “there is no way 
we can please everyone, so at 
least this way. the wretched 
horse is no longer a problem." 



Peace in Egypt for internal problems 


By Joyce R. Starr 


CAIRO — “We need the peace 
process to solve our internal pro- 
blems.” says Butros Ghali. Egy- 
ptian minister of state for foreign 
affairs. - We have the will lo con- 
tinue." 

There are strong indications 
that Egypt’s commitment to its 
197« peace treaty with Israel rem- 
ains a fundamental matter of self- 
interest and. further, that Egypt? s 
recent reconciliation with Yasser 
Arafat and the Islamic Con- 
ference are signs that other Arabs 
are moving in Egypt’s direction, 
and not the reverse. 

'* We have our objective.” says a 
senior member of the Egyptian 
cabinet. “We want peace, and we 
wish to rebuild our country. But 
try to give me the objective of any 
other country in the greater Gulf 
area, and I will tell you they do not 
know what they want. It's like dea- 
ling with ghosts.” 

Egyptian criticism of other 
Arab powers is no longer oblique. 
Senior officials accuse the Saudis 
of “thinking they hold the balance 
of power, when this is not true.” 
and of pumping money into peo- 
ple like the Syrians, believing they 
can influence them, then finding it 
impossible to stop." The Syrians, 
it is slated, have a policy “that 
goes against the interests of the 
Arab World.” while Iranian ShTi- 
tes are labeled a “new and thr- 


eatening force on the regional 
state." 

Cabinet officers are prepared to 
offer a frank assessment fo 
Egypt's internal needs and reg- 
ional priorities that would have 
been unthinkable in the mid-' 
1 970s. Far from denouncing the 
ly7y treaty with Israel, they give 
the impression that Egypt's sta- 
bility and security depend on that 
accord and momentum in the 
peace process. 

From Cairo’s vantage, the cold 
peace imposed on Israel in the last 
five years has been a matter of 
tactics and expedience. But ihe 
1479 agreement itself isvfewed by 
the top echelons of the gov- 
ernment as Egypt’s principal str- 
ategic priority. 

One reason for that is Egypt's 
chosen dependence on the United 
States. While the leftist int- 
ellectual elite of Cairo never tires 
of warning. “Let the United States 
beware — we have other options." 
responsible Egyptian military 
authorities make it dear that the 
opposite is the case. 

Reliance on U.S. military ass- 
istance and equipmem is now an 
imperative of Egyptian military 
planning that makes possible an 
ambitious target for force- 
structure reduction in the coming 
five years and thus an urgently 
required cut in defence spending. 
“We're looking for quality over 
quantity.'' Defence Minister Abu 
Ghazala said. “Our goal is to bring 
down the present level of 450.WHI 


men to 3IMJJMI0 by 1989." 

War with Libya is now per- 
ceived as the highest militaiy thr- 
eat. “but we can tolerate it if we 
have the right equipment.” Mr. 
Ghazala said. And the right equ- 
ipment is American. 

The French are offering 7.5 per 
cent interest on military pur- 
chases. as against an exorbitant 
U.S. 14 per cent, but Cairo has 
made the critical decision to opt 
for uniformity of systems. “The 
quality of weapons as compared to 
France is about the same.” Mr. 
Ghazala said, “but we feel that 
America is our friend and partner 
in the peace process. We don't 
care if Israel receives billions, but 
Washington must be fair enough 
to help us as well." 

With the arms debt now at an 
estimated 55 billion, (and debt 
servicing reaching an estimated 
55wn million by 19851. President 
Hosni Mubarak's February req- 
uest for an increase in grants on a 
par with Israel is yet a further link 
in U.S. -Egyptian relations. Also, 
according to Mr. Ghazala, Egypt 
will require an estimated 51.3 bil- 
lion in U.S. assistance in each of 
the next five years just to make up 
for the deterioration of equ- 
ipmem. 

Regional destabilisation is a 
pressing concern, outweighing 
even such acutely felt emb- 
arrassments as the Israeli invasion 
of Lebanon. “Our policy is to rei- 
nforce the moderates,” Mr. Ghali 
said, “not only inside the Arab 


World but also withinlsraeL Any 
failure will only reinforce ext- 
remism throughout our region." 

Counterterrorism has become 
the main emphasis of military tra- 
ining in Egypt, in the face of an 
increasing threat of destabilisation 
attempts by Iran. Syria and Libya. 
“What do you think 6.(100 Cub- 
ans. 5,0<Ki Soviets and several 
hundred Korean. Pakistani. Tur- 
kish and Palestinian pilots are 
doing in Libya?" Mr. Ghazala 
asked. “Playing chess?” 

A 1983 poll by a leading Uni- 
versity of Cairo researcher sho- 
wed lhaj the vast majority of Egy- 
ptians believe that peace with Isr- 
ael was the right step. Mohammed 
Abdullah chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the People's 
Assembly, says that “if you took a 
referendum today, 90 per cent of 
the people would support the 
peace process, because it meets 
iheir basic needs.” 

A senior Western diplomat 
said, “ Most Egyptians are j ust try- 
ing to survive, and therefore eco- 
nomic issues are the priority. They 
may have their disappointments 
with the peace process, but ess- 
entially no one is interested in 
going back to war." 

The writer, representative in the 
Middle East of Georgetown Uni - 
versify’ s Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies, contributed 
this article to the International 
Herald Tribune. 


Real threat to Israel 


IN ISRAEL today there is an eco- 
nomic crisis which is causing wid- 
espread industrial unrest. Tog- 
ether with the failure of the gov- 
ernment’s policy in Lebanon, with 
the casualties still being sustained 
by the Israeli army of occupation 
(here and the growing demand for 
an unconditional Israeli wit- 
hdrawal, this has caused a political 
crisis which threatens the survival 
of the government of Yitzhak 
Shamir. But a still more serious 
threat is developing as a result of 
the failure of the government to 
control a weD established Jewish 
terrorist movement operating 
with increasing boldness in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. 

The phenomenon is not a new 
ope. Terrorism played a major 
part- in -the establishment of the 
Jewishstate. and successive Israeli 
governments, both Labour and 
Likud, have used it as a means of 
enforcing their policies of exp- 
ansion at the expense of the ind- 
igenous Palestinian population. 
What is new is not the use of ter- 
rorism but the fact that its use has 
reached such a pitch that many 
Israelis now perceive it as a danger 
to the survival of the state. 

Menachem Begin, who bears so 
much of the responsibility for the 
growth of Jewish terrorism, used 
to rid tcule those who protest at the 
strong-arm methods of his gov- 
ernment as “beautiful souls”. 
Begin belongs now to Israel's past: 
but it will be difficult for his suc- 
cessor — whose terrorist cre- 
dentials are similar to Begin's — 
lo be equally dismissive of the Isr- 
aeli president when he voices his 
anxiety. “The danger we face 
today”, said President Herzog last 
week, referring to a wave of vio- 
lence perpetrated by Jewish set- 
tlers against Christian and Muslim 
targets in the occupied territories, 
“conies from within. This int- 
olerance, which contains hints of a 
danger of civil war. is without 
doubt the most dangerous threat 
we have known.” 

What Mr. Herzog did not say 
was that the threat is the more 
dangerous because of the mou- 
nting evidence that violence on 
the part of the Jewish settlers is 
tolerated and has on occasion 
been instigated by the Israeli aut- 
horities themselves, both military 
and political. This has never been 
a secret inside Israel where men 
like Ariel Sharon (who is still a 
member of the Israeli gov- 


ernment « and the former chicf- 
of-staff. General Ehan. openly 
avowed their determination to use . 
any methods to deprive the Pal- 
estinians of their rights. Israelis 
themselves were always quicker 
than the outside world to note 
that, after even the most trivial 
incident. Arab suspects were alw- 
ays swiftly apprehended, whereas 
in far more serious cases t.Iike the 
car-bombings which almost killed 
two Palestinian mayors in 1980;, 
no arrests were ever made, alt- 
hough the identity of the Jewish 
terrorists was known to Israelis. 

It is this partiality, this apa- 
rtheid in Israeli officialdom's att- 
itude towards terrorism, that is 
now disturbing many thinking Isr- 
aelis; the realisation that a Jewish 
zealot who is ready today to kill 
Arab civilians will not shrink tom- 
orrow from killing Jews if he 
thinks it will serve his fanatical 
ends. This thought, rather than 
any belated tympathy for the 
Arab victims. lies at the root of the 
anxiety now so widely Celt inside 
Israel and which will have been 
increased by the publication of a 
report of an official commission of 
enquiry into the growth of Jewish 
terrorism in the Jewish state. 

The report admits the failure of 
the authorities to control armed 
Jewish settlers who use violence 
against the defenceless Arab pop- 
ulation of the West Bank. Its con- 
clusions can only strengthen the 
misgivings that already exist about 
Israel occupation policy. What is 
more important is that they reveal 
the moral crisis which engulfs Isr- 
ael and whose handling has ali- 
enated many liberal-minded Jews 
inside and outside the Jewish 
state. Among these is one of 
Jewry’ s leading intellectuals. Yes- 
hayahu Leibovitz, a professor at 
the Hebrew University in Jer- 
usalem and for many years the edi- 
tor -of the “Jewish Enc- 
yclopaedia”. In a recent article in 
“Ha’aretz”. Professor Leibovitz 
declared that "The state of Israel 
.has ceased to be the state of the 
Jewish people and... has turned 
itself instead into ah apparatus for 
enforcing Jewish rule over ano-. 
ther people" . is this what the sup- 
porters of Israel — both Jewish 
and gentile — want? They would 
do well to recall the dictum of Isr- 
ael' s first president Chaim Wei- 
zmann. that “the world will judge 
the Jewish state by what it will do- 
with the Arabs". — Middle East 
International. London. 


Spanish Socialist government closer to NATO alliance 


By Brian Mooney 

Reuter 

MADRID — Spain's Socialist 
government, voted to power 16 
months ago on what many saw as 
an anti-NATO platform, is swi- 
nging towards some form of per- 
manent links with the alliance, 
highly placed Spanish and dip- 
lomatic sources say. 

The sources told Reuters Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez was now 
seeking ways of holding a ref- 
erendum on Spanish membership 
of the 16-nation North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
without it turning into an emb- 
arrassing vote for withdrawal. 

Mr. Gonzalez, whose Socialist 
Worker's Party (PSOE) protested 
vehemently when Spain joined 
NATO in May 1982, pledged in 
his election manifesto to hold the, 
referendum before 1986. Several 
sources say Mr. Gonzalez now. 
regrets the commitment. 

His first act on taking power in 


December 1982 was to halt 
Spain’s integration into NATO’s 
military structure, a situation that 
is likely to remain for the for- 
eseeable future. 

But the government kept Spain 
inside NATO's political wing and 
now feels that, barring a totally 
unexpected realignment in 
Easi-West relations, it is in the 
country's best interests to hold on' 
at least to this type of association, 
the sources said. 

With opinion polls consistently 
indicating that both the majority 
of Spaniards and his own party's 
rank and file oppose NATO 
membership, Mr. Gonzalez seems 
lo have set himself a difficult pol- 
itical task. 

The prime minister will face a 
major hurdle in December when 
his party holds its national con- 
gress. 

Government officials, who ref- 
use to say publicly that there has 
been any official shift in policy 
towards NATO, insist that the 


referendum will take place, but 
not before the congress. 

They say the most likely date 
will be some time in 1985. 

This gives Mr. Gonzalez time to 
turn public opinion, a trick he 
apparently hopes to perform with 
the help of Spam’s planned entity 
into the European Community in 
1986. 

Mr. Gonzalez and his ministers 
argue that the traditionally iso- 
lationist sentiment of Spaniards 
has only been reinforced by the 
way in which they feel Europe has 
kept Spain at arm’s length even 
since democracy was restored 
after the death of right-wing dic- 
tator General Francisco Franco in 
1975. 

They say there will be little 
popular enthusiasm for increasing 
Spain’s share in Western defence 
as long as Madrid is excluded from 
full membership of the European 
Common Market, 

But they add that the reverse 
will also be true, and on this basis 


Mr. Gonzalez is clearly banking 
on a surge in favour of Europe to 
carry a vote for NATO mem- 
bership in the referendum. 

The form of membership rem- 
ains to be decided, but what seems 
certain is that the government has 
discounted military integration 
into the alliance at least for the 
duration of the present par- 
liament. due to sit until 1986. 

This leaves a French-style 
membership that falls short of 
fully-structured military int- 
egration. 

A defence ministry study leaked 
.to the press spoke of advantages 
Spain had already accrued by ass- 
ociation with NATO at committee 
and intelligence level. 

In addition to ministerial sum- 
mits, Spain sits in on NATO’s nuc- 
lear planning group and defence 
planning sub-committees. 

The study by General Eduardo 
Muntila, a senior defence ministry 
policy adviser, said withdrawal 
from the alliance would create a 


void impossible to fill. 

Defence Minister Narcis Serra, 
responding to questions, said the 
-report would have to be taken into 
consideration. 

The report was leaked by the 
ministry after the Socialist cha- 
irman of the Congress (lower 
house} Defence Committee said 
the government ought to rethink 
its NATO strategy. 

Defence attaches at NATO 
embassies in Madrid say they have 
detected an increasing current ins- 
ide the Spanish Armed Forces, 
which are being modernised, in 
favour of remaining in NATO. 

Western diplomats say NATO 
is concerned about the effects the 
.referendum could have on other 
wavering members . like Greece 
and about its impact on East-West 
relations. 

A vote against NATO would 
provide Moscow with a ready-, 
made propaganda script, the dip- 
lomats say. 

But NATO nations have non- 


etheless scrupulously avoided pre- 
ssuring Spain, either in public or 
behind the scenes. 

Washington, instead, seems to 
be encouraging the community to 
be more accommodating over 
Spain's quest for membership. 

There are also signs that Britain 
would be prepared to allow its 
base in Gibraltar, which is cla- 
imed by Spain, to come under a 
Spanish mainland NATO com- 
mand should ■ Madrid go ahead 
with full integration into the all- 
iance. diplomats said. 

Madrid, meanwhile, argues that 
Spain is committed to the West 
and has been contributing to Wes- 
tern defence for the last 3 years by 
providing the U.S. military -with 
base facilities. 

And nr defence of their present 
indecision, the Spanish tell their 
allies that NATO is .a potentially 
explosive political issue in Spain 
on which the government could 
even founder. 







Every word was ooce a poem; 

Eac& begun as a pfcttw. 

MALAPROPISM ; humously 
ridiculous misuse of words 

In the year 1775, Richard 
Brinsley Sheridan produced his 
famous comedy, “The Rivals” . 
Linda Languish, the charming 
heroine, had a dear old aunt, 
Mrs. MaJaprop. who had a twi- 
sted tongue that could never 
get things quite straight. She 
referred to her daughter, for 
instanace, as a progeny of lea- 
rning.” She would talk of “sup- 
ercilious knowledge” and 
“contagious countries.” And 
she complained of someone 
who was “as headstrong as an 
allegory on the banks of the 
Nile.” The name of Mrs. Mai- 
aprop is a shortering of the 
Frendi phrase maf a propos 
which means “inopportune.” 
So a mala pro pisni is a garbled 
meaning. 

MASOCHISM: 

A'strange type of sexual qer- 
version where a person gets 
pleasure out of being dom- 
inated or even cruelly treated 
by someone of the opposite 
sex. The words masochism and 
masochist were taken from the 
name of Leopold Von Sacher - 
Masoch, an Austrian novelist 
who described this abn- 
ormality. and the terms were 
probably first used pro- 
fessionally by the con- 
temporary and famous pre- 
Freudian psychiatrist Kxafft- 
Ebing. Now masochism can be 
used to mean any kind of ple- 
asure in being absurd. 

SPOONERISM: 

People have been guilty of 
spoonerisms since the. 
beginning of spoken language, 
but it was left to a Britisher to | 
identify the error with his 
name. The Rev. W. A. Spooner 
was bom in England in 1844 
and finally became warden of 
New College. Oxford. 
Whenever the Rev. Spooner 
grew excited in his speech he 
was apt to twist around the 
initial sounds of two or more 
words. On one occasion, he 
was trying to say. “The 
conquering kings their titles 
take.” but it came out. “the 
kinkering congs their title 
take.” This so amused' the 
students that they began calling 
such a linguistic turnaround a 
spoonerism. You may find 
yourself accidentally saying, 
“sheats and kelly,” for “Keats 
and Shelly*' on occasion; and if 
you do. you have perpetrated a 
spoonerism. 

— Ahmad Jaber 


Spanish village women take control 


By Pascal Fletcher 

Reuter 

ZAMARRAMALA, Spain — 
"Keep your wife and the saucepan 
in the kitchen” runs a Spanish 
proverb, but each February the 
women of Zatnarramala claim 
obedience and servility from their 
menfolk and send them scurrying 
to the kitchen sink. 

In a tradition dating back to 
1 227. the mayor and the male inh- 
abitants of this rural hamlet per- 
ched on windswept hills near the 
chy of Segovia solemnly band over 
power for two days to the married 
women of the village. 

“For two days, what they say 
goes." said one male villager. 

Besides bossing their husbands, 
the women elect two mayoresses, 
give orders to the priest and con- 
stable and hold events from which 
men and unmarried women are 
banned. 

Legend has it that the women of 
Zamarramala earned the privilege 
when the citadel of Segovia was 
held by tbe Moors and the women 
organised a dance to lure the sen- 
tries away from their posts while 


the men retook the fortress. 

The celebration is held on the 
feast day of Saint Agatha, a third- 
century martyr and patroness of 
married women whose breasts 
were cut off by her executioners — 
a fate said also to have befallen a 
Zamarramala woman. 

The women, wearing the 
richly-embroidered shawls, col- 
ourful skirts and ornate sDver jew- 
ellery that are family heirlooms, 
lead the statue of Saint Agatha in a 
procession through the village 
while their husbands look on from 
tbe sidelines. 

Some husbands don aprons to 
mark the day. 

A male dummy is burned in the 
village square to applause from 
the Zamarramala wives and bus- 
loads of women who flock to 
watch from Madrid, some 90 kil- 
ometres away. 

The old men of Zamarramala- 
tell bow, until early this century, 
the village women carried large 
skirt pins called "matahoenbres” 
(mankillersj to discourage men 
who became too familiar or tried 
to join 1 their dances. 

“They fell upon the unfortunate 


victim like a swarm of bees,” one 
19th century parish chronicler 
records. 

“The men are now more used to 
it and we no longer have to show 
them, as we did in the old days, 
that they've got nothing to say on 
this occasion,” explained Pilar ■ 
Mateo Mate. 

Pilar and her sister Maria Ant- 
onia were elected mayoresses for 
this year's celebrations, held last 
week. 

Today the pins, gilded and enc- 
rusted in a piece of wood, are pre- 
sented to visiting male dignitaries 
and writers who are considered to 
have exalted women’s virtues in 
their work. 

Tbe village women, acc- 
ompanied by the priest and a 
band, tbe only males allowed to 
take part, bob and weave through 
the narrow streets to the music of 
traditional “jota” dances. 

“1 don’t mind letting ray wife 
run around by herself because 1 
know tbe only man near her today 
is the priest,” said one man. 

Father Juan Pablo Martin con- 
’ fesses he has taken part in the cer- 
emony for many years but still 


can't darfee the “jota”. 

While their menfolk prepare 
the midday meal at home, the 
wives lock themselves in the bouse 
of orte of the mayoresses (o drink 
wine and eat spiced sausage boiled 
to an ancient recipe. 

They then do tbe rounds of the 
village bars and demand a tra- 
ditional toll of money from every 
man they encounter. 

“Imagine what it's like to be a 
woman and then you’ll know how 
wc feel today,” Pilar Alvarez tells 
curious male visitors. 

“Of course, we all know that if s 
women who really run things all 
year round,” she adds with a trw- 
nkle in her eye. 

Female emancipation has not 
yet progressed as far in Spain as in 
other European nations and the 
United States, and women gov- 
ernment ministers and company 
directors are still a rarity. 

But Segovia Province, in which 
Zamarramala is located, is one of 
the few in Spain to have a woman 1 
civD governor, elected shortly 
after the Socialist government 
took power in late 1982. 


Herstatt Bank collapse signifies risk 


By Stephen Jokes 

Reuter 

FRANKFURT — A 4.5-year jail 
sentence handed out to 70- 
year-old Ivan D. Herstatt by a 
Cologne court bas revived painful 
memories of the most traumatic 
banking crisis ever to hit West 
Germany. 

The collapse 10 years ago of the 
□ow-infamous Cologne Bank 
which bore Herstatfs name left 
enraged customers demanding 
money outride locked doors and 
•sent shock waves through the int- 
ernational banking community. 

Herstatt Bank had failed with 
losses of about 1 .2 billion marks 
1 (now 5445 million; caused by ill- 
egal foreign exchange dealings. 

Six managers of the bank have 
been convicted over the last year, 
but it seemed until this year that its 
founder might escape trial for fra- 
udulent bankruptcy on medical 
grounds. 

Despite medical evidence that 
he had been fitted with a pac- 
emaker, however, the court went 
ahead before a 10-year statute of 
limitations put him beyond the 
power of Che courts. 

Still reputed to enjoy the good 
life. Herstatt' appeared in court 
with a camel-hair coat over his 
huge frame and a soft, wide- 
brimmed hat obscuring his 
bloodhound-like features. 

After a surprisingly quick 
| 11-day trial, the court found him 
guilty of helping to hide foreign 
exchange losses of 100 million 
marks ($40 million} incurred in 
1973. 

The court decided he rigned the 


1973 balance sheet in early 1974 
while knowing the bank had debts 
of 520 mill ion marks ($195 mil- 
lion). 

Herstatt. who appeared unm- 
oved when the verdict was read 
out, protested innocence thr- 
oughout the trial and his lawyers 
plan to appeal. 

He said he had lost everything 
but his self-respect and told the 
court: “1 will not let that be taken 
from me.” 

A court spokesman in Cologne 
said he would remain free pending 
the outcome of the appeal. 

With his last words to the court, 
Herstatt claimed the true culprit 
' was the bank’s chief foreign exc- 
hange dealer. Dany Dattel. 

Dattel has escaped trial so far 
on the grounds of ill health after 
arguing that he suffered paranoia 
caused by Nazi persecution during 
his childhood and that he might be 
led to take bis own file. 

Bankers here say the Herstatt 
collapse, whicb led to major rev- 
isions in banking supervision here 
and abroad, is engraved on the 
banking community’s heart. 

In the early 1970s, Herstatt 
Bank had speculated wildly on the 
international currency markets, 
concealed losses in a special acc- 
ount and doctored its computer! 

Major British and American 
banks were enraged that they sho- 
uld have been caught out by fra- 
udulent dealings and that the West 
German authorities, in first ins- 
tance the Central Bant 
(Bundesbank), did not clamp 
down on Herstatt earlier. 

But the paingul lessons, of the 
affair failed to prevent the near 


collapse last autumn of Schroeder, 
Muenchmeyer, Hengst und Co 
(SMH), a prestigious private bank 
which turned out to be vastly ove- 
rlent to IBH Holding, a building 
conglomerate that was on the 
verge of bankruptcy. 

And no sooner had West Ger- 
man banks mounted a 9UU- 
rafilion-mark ($335-million) res- 
cue package for SMH. than par- 
allels with the Herstatt collapse 
were being drawn. 

On the face of it tbe two cases 
are worlds apart. But bankers say 
both cast the private banking 
world in a light of complex and 
sometimes shady deals. 

The SMH affair revealed yet 
again that there were still loo- 
pholes to be plugged in the ban- 
king law. 

An internationally- 
co-ordinated raid by police in 
January removed vanloads of 
documents from the offices of 
SMH in Europe and those of IBH. 
State prosecutors say they will 
decide shortly wehther to bring 
charges. 

Bankers say SMFFs problems 
stem from lending nearly nine 
times its capital to what was eff- 
ectively one borrower — IBH. 

Though it may have kept to the 
letter of tbe law. conducting deals 
with a network of legally separate 
subsidiaries, they say SMH in pra- 
ctice flouted banking rules which 
limit the credit that may be adv- 
anced to one borrower to 75 per 
cent of capital. 

« Senior partner of SMH was fla- 
mboyant, Oxford-educated Count 
Ferdinand Von Galen, whose fam- 
ily has been traced back to 1138 


and whose personal wealth was 
estimated at $ 1 00 million when he 
married into another rich banking 
family in 1966. 

Sporting exclusively-cut 
double-breasted suits and with a 
mixture of charm and dynamism. 
Von Galen built SMH into one of 
the most respected banks on the 
Frankfurt Stock Exchange. 

But one of Von Galen's closest 
business partners was the young. 
U.S.-educated German bus- 
inessman Horst Dieter Esch. fou- 
3 nder of IBH. 

From ihe beginning, bankers 
were surprised by the link with 
Esch. a self-made man and son of 
a welder. But only a few major 
international banks sensed that 
SMFfs involvement with IBH 
would push the bank to the verge 
of collapse. 

Von Galen resigned his post as 
head of the Frankfurt Stock Exc- 
" hange within days of the SMH cri- 
sis. He has now become a virtual 
recluse and effectively lost control 
-of the bank. 

SMFFs sound parts have been 
taken over by Britain's Lloyds 
Bank and West German banks are 
playing caretaker on the rest until 
receivers decide what to do with 
the bankrupt IBH. 

The SMH crisis shocked the 
.Finance Ministry in Bonn intoact- 
■ ion. After years of deliberation, 
the cabinet earlier this month app- 
roved plans to revise the banking 
law. 

If the law is passed ■ — and its 
passage is expected to be far from 
smooth — the new limit will be 50 
per cent of capital and the def- 
inition of one borrower will be tig- 
htened. 


Islam rules out social 
inferiority of women 


By Dr. Ibrahim Ala 

ONE OF many controversial sub- 
jects arising from the progressive 
developing societies is the role and 
status of women. Focusing around 
the issue are, naturally, dis- 
cussions and infinite arguments 
favouring, or otherwise, the ine- 
vitability of the emergence of the- 
rights of women. It is contended, 
that as the Middle East undergoes 
rapid development and social 
change the gradual emancipation 
of women must follow. 

In order to understand the 
. make-up and status of the Muslim 
woman up to the present, it is abs- 
olutely necessary to trace and 
examine the factors and causes of 
her inequality with the man since 
the emergence of Islam. Against 
this background the und- 
erstanding of any progress in the 
position of women becomes easier 
and more understandable. Ide- 
ntifying tbe relevant causes would 
ultimately facilitate remedying the 
disease and ensure an effective 
treatment. 

To be historically just, it must 
be admitted that the degradation 
of women in the Islamic society is 
for the most pan the result of soc- 
ial influences for which Islam is 
unjustly made to be responsible: 
they are definitely the outcome of 
tbe social relations of the peoples 
converted to Islam. 

Reflecting on the very essence 
of Koran, one can single out num- 
erous superstitions as well as cer- 
tain customs which have been 
wrongly interpreted: or which do 
not quite coincide- with rational 
thinking — even though they are 
found in the Hadith. e.g. charms,. 
etc. Bigamy and scolding of 
women which are exorcised wit- 
hout reason, are but a few of the 
laws set forth which Muslims rea- 
lise need to be in concord with 
the spirit of Koran if justice is to be 
achieved. Muslims for the first 
time are ready to question the long 
undisputed assumption in regard 
to maintaining the ignorance of 
women of anything that exists 
beyond the realm of her hou- 
. sehold. 

For some time now. the jun- 
ctions of the husband and wife 
have been advocated as quite dis- 
tinct. Each of them is entrusted 
with the functions which are best 
suited for his or her ‘nature’. A 
man, for example, excels a woman 
in his physical contribution, thus 
making him capable of bearing 
greater hardships and dangers. On 
the other hand, the woman excels 
the man in the qualities of love and 
affection. Nature for her own pur- 
pose of helping in the growth of 
creation, has endowed women 
with the quality of love far greater 
than that possessed by man. 
Hence there is a natural division of 
labour, the purpose of which is the 
progress of humanity. The man is 



Dr. Ibrahim Ala ’ 


better suited to face the harsh str- 
iving of life on the account of his 
stronger physique: the woman is 
better suited to bring up the chi- 
ldren because of the abundance of 
her love. The duty of maintaining 
the family has been entrusted to 
man: bringing up the children to 
the woman. Nevertheless, one 
wonders whether or not such div- 
ision of work is conclusive, or if 
women have entirely been exc- 
luded from other activities, or 
least of all. whether child-care 
prevents her from performing out- 
side duties. 

Long established practices must 
have also influenced one^s est- 
imation of the female as a lesser 
being. Tbe prevailing emotion in 
the heart of a woman from chi- 
ldhood to old age. and even rank 
and condition, would appear on 
the surface to be fear. There are 
many facets of it. which are well- 
founded — the fear of her hus- 
band's anger and unconditional 
divorce, fear of the day when old 
age will bring contempt and neg- 
lect. fear of the power of lashing 
tongues around her and their eff- 
ect on the mother-in-law who 
grudges her the position in which 
she herself has placed her. or the 
autocratic grandmother who dom- 
inates her household. Nev- 
ertheless. these are less terrible 
than the terror of the charms and 
spells that may be cast on her aro- 
using the wrath of demons. Ult- 
imately. she may be even driven to 
insanity by the threats of the pow- 
ers of darkness. 

Onhodox scholars, ancient or 
mdoern, have certainly added to 
the already prevalent dis- 
crimination and represssion of the 
‘other’ sex. motivated by their 
male chauvinistic background as 
well as misinterpretation of rel- 
igious verses. I choose two for a 
background reference: in his 
book, Al-MaYah bein A1 Beit 
Wal-Mujtama'. Ihe Egyptian A] 
Bahi A1 KhawlL for example, sur- 
veys “differences of superiority" 
between man and woman: and 
eventually surrenders to “the req- 
uirements of reality.” 

He argues that in bringing up 
their children, women are not in 
need of institution or ingenuity: 
instead, they need to be good- 
natured and even-tempered. He 


says, "she is constantly obliged to 
reason on a lower level in order to 
understand (he thoughts and fee- 
lings of her child." As for she wel- 
fare of her house ii is narrow in 
scope and requires liuk in tho- 
ught. Like many others, such sup- 
erficial and Spurious justification 
for division of both labour ami 
nature, make us wonder whether 
ihe characteristics of logic in Ihe 
East and the West are identical. 
Tbe climax of this discrepancy lies 
in Al Khawlf s concluding remark, 
that the physical difference is irr- 
evocably nature's intention to 
prepare each sex for a different 
type of career. 

•Another. M. Outb in W©4. arg- 
ues that women arc inhued with an 
emotional bias rather than an int-* 
ellecrual insight. He dispenses the 
word “inequality" between man 
and woman with " J i I - 
fercmiaiion". regarding t licit spe- 
cial functions in life. It is natural 
therefore, that each of ;he luu- 
ctions is fulfilled through a dif- 
ferent disposition and con- 
stitution. He ventures ihal bec- 
ause of her very emotional nature 
she is liable to digress from the 
real facts in any argument, tt 
would be wise to have another 
woman alongside in a dispute so 
"if one erreih. the other will rem- 
ember." Hence. Outb postulates 
that the accused who may be ait 
attractive woman mat make thv 
female witness jealous and hostile 
towards her and thus would give 
the wrong evidence. There 'ore. 
the second woman-companion, 
may correct the first when she te 
confused about the truth. 

Basically, social traditions hat * 
been a primary hindrance for the 
emancipation ot Muslim women. 
Men little touched bv the modern 
world insist upon maintaining anc- 
ient customs with respect ;n 
women and other aspects of social 
life. too. They cannot, (or exa- 
mple. abide by the exposure' of 
women in Western dresses. For 
them, it is inconceivable that u 
decent girl would dress in such a 
way as to make herself physical!/ 
attractive in public. Win slmui-i 
she exhibit her charms if she docs 
not mean to sell or give them 
away? remains a baffling but -log- 
icaT question. 

The multiple influences cited 
earlier have obviously torced the 
position of women into a lower 
status than her counterpart. 
Whilst this has had to be true for 
centuries, the winds ol change 
heralding that inequality between 
the sexes is incompatible with the 
advancement of society as a whole 
are already being felt 

The writer is a lecturer a: rc«.- 
iology at Yarmouk University, i!. 
contributed this article, in v.'hict: f.r 
examines the status of A iuslitt. 
Arab women in society, to the Jor- 
dan Times. 
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OASIS 

LOUNGE 


PASS A COUPLE OF 
CAREFREE HOURS. 
LISTENING TO LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
6 P.M. - lO P.M. 

3 


ft 
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Do Not Leave 7 
AMMAN Without 
Having Eaten at 


Reg ina's # 

amm art's leading 
discotheque 
open every night 
from 9 p.m. 
a meeting place for 
the dressed people 



Excellent FRENCH 
Cuisine & Service 


THE RANCH 

BEST STEAK HOUSE 
IN AMMAN 
TRY THE THICK JUIGY 
AMERICAN SIRLOINS 

JjV 

■^o^lAay Sn*C 



The Regency Palace Hotel 





TASTE OF ASIA 
Every Sunday Night 
At 

AL MADAFA RESTAURANT 
“FAR EAST SPECIALITIES’ ’ 

Daily Business Luncheon Buffet 
Watch Oat Oar Grand Opening At 
ALALI Night Club 
Tel. 660000/15 




Wednesday 


Mystery Magic Night 


Al Ihe Al Rababa Night 
Club, the lights are lowered 
and in the dark, our 

magician Charles, enters the 
world of magic and conjures 
up all kinds of tricks /or 

you... 



IB_ 




**** 


The place for 
the Gourmet 

Delicious Cuisine] 
Fresh Fish 
Lebanese Mezzasl 
Excellent Service 

fa » Tel: 842171 
842172 



To advertise in 
this section 


Phone 666320 



i& * Panoramic 
view 

* Relaxing 
atmosphere 
to the music 
of Boudi and * 
wester. 



for reservati 

Te, -I 

Shmeisani 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Aircondit toned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman! 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 9:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 


W&ne&e&edfo www/ 

AMMAN AND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandarin cuisines and 
take away 

- For quick lunch: 1 soup 1 main dish, 

1 rice 1 tea or soft drink JD 2.500 
Fully airconditioned 

Amman 


Tel. 661922 P.O- Box 9676 
Wadi Saqra Road 
Near Holiday-Inn Hotel 


Aqaba - 

Tel. 4633 P.O. Box 598 
Amman Road 
Near the Main Circle 



1 ^CHINESE-i- 
Restaurant 

TAIWAN 
TOURISMO 

3rd Circle. Jabal Amman 
Opp. Akilah Hospital 

Try our specialities 
Peking Duck 
and Flaming Pol 
Traditional Chinese dishes 
Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

4:30 p.m. - midnight 

Tel. 41093 . 



CHINA 
RESTAURANTl 

ABOVE HOMaM 

SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese 
- restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take - away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily 11 .30 - 3:30 - and 6: 
11:00 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 


MISC. 



WHENEVER YOU ARE 
T*AMM AN. THERE IS NO BET 
CAR TO RENT TH,\N 
SH.AKHSHIR RENT A C 



Executive Jet Charter 
and 

Air Ambulance Flights 
Middle East and Europe 
For details and reservations 

Call Tat: 91994. 94404. 93480 (24 hrt* 1 
Tlx: 21006 WINGS JO 


~~ RjcmACar 



SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM 


☆ Living rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

☆ Bedroom sets 

☆ WfeaH units 

☆ Lighting fixtures 
☆Club B for children 

☆ Modem Danish design 
p F=esther upholstery 

☆ Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663890 Civil defence street 



.Tne youthful 
style with an 
eye to thp futw:* 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 666320 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 666320 
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Sports 

Wrestling federation to 
get Iraqi trainer 


JORDAN TIMES. WEDNESDAY fEBMlABrai Hto 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Director Gen- 
eral of ihe Youth Welfare Org- 
anisation (YWO) Mohammad 
Jamil Abu Ai Tayyeb has agreed 
to invite an Iraqi coach to take 
over the training of Jordan's nat- 
ional wrestling team and to org- 
anise a training wrestling course in 
Jordan. The decision, taken at a 
meeting with the Jordanian Wre- 
stling Federation, will now be pas- 
sed on to the Arab Wrestling Fed- 
eration and Iraqi Wrestling Fed- 
eration for approval. At the mee- 
ting Mr. Abu AI Tayyeb discussed 
with the federation's members a 
request by the Arab Wrestling 
Federation to hold the Sixth Arab 
Wrestling Championship in Jor- 
dan in the coming summer. 

AI Ra'i newspaper reported 
that a decision on the matter has 


been put off until the federation 
can find out about funds which the 
.Arab federation can make ava- 
ilable to finance such a tou- 
rnament. 

Speaking at the meeting, the 
federation's chairman Sami Mus- 
harbash explained the financial 
difficulties which the federation is 
now facing and which had delayed 
its activities including a pro- 
gramme to hold a tournament in 
Aqaba. Mr. Abu AI Tayyeb has 
instructed the YtVO's financial 
section to grant the federation fin- 
ancial aid to enable it to carry out 
its activities. According to Mr. 
Musharbash the Aqaba tou- 
rnament will be held by the end of 
the coming month now that funds 
have been made available by the 
YWO. 


Austin Rover unveils new car 


LONDON tAPl — Austin Rover 
has unveiled a new challenger for 
the World Rally Championship — 
a four wheel drive version of the 
MG Metro aimed at recapturing 
the company's golden era of 2ti 
years ago. 

Brainchild ot Austin Rover’s 
moLor sport director. John Dav- 
enport. the car was developed joi- 
ntly with the Williams team's 
Grand Prix engineers, led by des- 
igner Patrick Head. 

The radical supercar. developed 
at a cost of C2 m. spearheads Aus- 
tin Rover’s plans to revive the 
days when the Mini Cooper dom- 
inated world rallying. 

Mark 'Snowdon, commercial 


director of Austin Rover, com- 
mented: 

“Although we will not make a 
final commitment to international 
rallying until the prototype Met-* 
ros have proved themselves in 
competition, we would not ann- 
ounce the car at this stage if we 
were not confident of its ability." 

"It is our ambition to win the 
world championship with this exc- 
iting car.” 

At a time when several other 
teams are following Audi Qua- 
ttro's Turbos. Austin Rover eng- 
ineers have deliberately opted for 
conventional power to avoid thr- 
ottle lag. 


ANTIQUE CARPETS 

Family sells beautiful old Persian and Kokaz carpets. 
Small size: and one big, first class old Tabriz carpet of 
12 square metres. Also, a unique old Kirman, 9 square 
metres. 

Please call: 25427 


Nanking ends yisit with 
win over university 

AiVlVlAN (J.T.) — The visiting Chinese basketball 
team, Nanking, ended their week-long visit to Jor- 
dan Monday night with a magnificent victory over 
the University of Jordan team. The match was pla- 
yed at the university gymnasium under the pat- 
ronage of University President Abdul Salam AI 
Vlajali. 


Despite the tremendous sup- 
port for the university team. Nan- 
king overwhelmed the home team 
with a y2-57 points triumph. The 
score at half-time was 4ti-26 in the 
Chinese favour. 

The match got off to an even 
start with both teams scoring poi- 
nts in turn, without any gaining the 
upperhand. But towards Lhe end 
of the first half, the visitors pulled 
themselves together to a defensive 
formation, but at the same time 
increasing the scoreline in their 
favour to end the first half at 
40-26. 

In the second half, Nanking pla- 
yed some swift basketball and lim- 
iting moves set up by the uni- 


Holmes, Tate fight set for April 


LAS VEGAS (R) — Hea- 
vyweight Larry Holmes said Tue- 
sday his International Boxing 
Federation title bout against John 
Tate would take place in Reno, 
Nevada, on April 6. 

It was announced last week that 
the fight would take place thereon 
that date last week, but Reno off- 
icials subsequently denied that the 
bout was set. 

"I suppose the difficulty's now 
cleared up," Holmes told a press 
conference. “It was just a mis- 
understanding." 


Reno officials were unavailable 
for comment. 

Holmes said he would leave Las 
Vegas on Wednesday to return to 
his home in Easton. Pennsylvania, 
and would arrive in Reno on 
March 6 and begin training there 
the next day. 

Holmes, a former World Box- 
ing Council heavyweight cha- 
mpion until he relinquished his 
title late last year, predicted that 
Greg Page would win his bout aga- 
inst Tim Witherspoon for the vac- 
ant title on March' 9. 


WANTED 

Foreign airline in Amman is seeking an executive secretary. 
Fluency in English, Arabic and Italian is essential. 

To apply, call tel no. 37881 







FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Two deluxe furnished apartments. Comprises of two bed- 
rooms, two baths, fully-equipped kitchen, big sitting room 
and dining room. Centrally heated and with private tel- 
ephone. 

Location: Jordan University Professors Housing Ouarter 

Please contact Tel. 841545 


REQUIRED 

Good English and Arabic speaking female is required to work 
with a supermarket Please contact! . t 

Mr. Khali d Mohammadkhair Idris AI Circassi, New 
Building, near AI Faiha School, King Ghazi Street, 
Zarka. 


BK GULF (PVT) LTD 

(A FOREIGN SHAREHOLDING COMPANY) 
AMMAN— JORDAN 


STATEMENT OF ASSETS 

AND LIABILITIES AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1983 

December 31, 


ASSETS 


1983 

JD 


STATEMENT OF INCOME FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
DECEMBER 31, 1983 


Current Assets: 

Cash on hand and at bank 
Fixed Assets: 

Vehicle at cost 

Less: Accumulated depreciation 

Net book value of fixed assets 
Total assets 
LIABILITIES 
Current Liabilities: 

Accounts payable 
Accrued expenses 
Total current liabilities 
BALFOUR KILPATRICK LTD. CURRENT ACCOUNT 
Due from Balfour Kilpatric Ltd. - Current 
account, (156,976) 

Net Profit for the year 153,124 


3,596 

2,750 

(2,750) 

NIL 

3,596 


434 

7,014 

7,448 


Gain on disposal of assets 
Progress application 
Release of provisions for maintenance 
and reduction in selling value 

Total 

Less: Loss on exchange 


( 


JD 

13,394 

1,465 

68.798 

83,657 

8,657) 

75,000 


Net profit 
Add: Prior year adjustments 

Head office expenses written back 78,124 


Net profit for the year 


153,124 


Net Head Office account 


( 3,852) 


Total liabilities less Head Office account 3,596 
TO BK GULF (PVT) LTD. 

AMMAN - JORDAN 

We have examined the statement of assets and liabilities of BK GULF (PVT) LTD. AMMAN - JORDAN, as of December 31, 1 983 
and the related statement of income for the year then ended. Our examination was made in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards and accordingly included such tests of the accounting records and such other auditing procedures as we 
considered necessary in the circumstances. 

As the contract for which the Company was set up has been completed, the Company is likely to be in process of liquidation 
soon and therefore its assets and liabilities are stated in the accompanying statement of assets and liabilities at net realizable 
values. The activities of the Company during 1983 were limited to the transactions related to the maintenance period. 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly the assets, liabilities and Balfour Kilpatrick Ltd. current 
account of BK GULF (PVT) LTD. - Jordan as of December 31, 1983. and the results of its operations for the year then ended on the 
basis stated in the above paragraph. 


Amman - Jordan 
January 15, 1984 


SABA & CO. 


versity. The tall Chinese players 
were blocking all the university 
attacks and at the same time mak- 
ing sure that the match was theirs 
from start to finish. The visitors 
came on like a storm towards the 
end of the match giving the uni- 
versity little hope of catching up 
with the score that ended 92-57 in 
Nanking’s favour. 

Nanking had played three other 
matches during their stay in Jor- 
dan. In the first match Nanking 
defeated the national basketball 
team 95-94. In the second match 
against the national team played 
at Yarmouk University they were 
beaten IU3-98, and in the third 
-they were beaten again by the nat- 
ional team 92-S7. 



One of a few university attacks against Nanking on Monday evening. 


Dates of 1988 Seoul 
Olympics set for IOC approval 


SEOUL (R) — The Seoul Oly- 
mpic Organising Committee has 
formally proposed to hold the 
1 9SR games from September 1 7 to 
October 2, a committee spo- 
kesman said Tuesday. 

The proposal is subject to app- 
roval by the International Oly- 


mpic Comnunce (fOCj tteutta • 
board meeting scheduled (or Juj v 
in Los Angeles, he said. : 

The spokesman said the ganses 
would benefit from South Korea’s 
more favourable w eather if -they 
were held during the proposed 
period. 


South African runner 
rejects marriage offer 

BIRMINGHAM, England (API— A Former British marKhonnnmer 
who offered to marry' South African teen-age track star Zola Bodd to 
'give her the chance of Olympic glory has been turned down by the 
17-year-old runner. 

Henry Allen, a 65-year-old widower from Hopwood near Bir- 
mingham, proposed to Budd to enable her to take British eit- 
raeasliip. 

As a South African, she is barred from aS international com- 
petition, including the Olympic Games. 

Competing in Stellenbosch. South Africa, on Jan, 5, Budd smashed 
Mary Decker’s world 5,008-metre record by a staggering six seconds. 

But because of her nationality, her time of 15:01.83 wifi not count 
and the American’s record of 15:08.26 — set in 1982 — stiB stands as 
the world's official best time. 

Budd, from Bloemfontein, Orange Free State, is in her first year at 
university studying to become a teacher. 

Her refusal to take up Allen’s offer or marriage was mailed to 
Birmingham’s Evening Mail newspaper. 

“Naturally, I was not thinking of marriage in the true sense of the 
word,’* said Allen. “1 just wanted to help ber sporting career.* 4 


Army holds 

cross-country 

competition 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Fifth 
Royal Mechanised Division Mon- 
day claimed the first position in 
the Armed Forces Cross-Country 
Championships in the long dis- 
tance race. The Fourth Royal 
Mechanised Division ranked the 
first in the short distance race. 

Representative of the Chief of 
Staff delivered a speech urging 
contestants to display high sports 
spirit and to compete in an hon- 
ourable manner. 

At the end of the celebration 
representative of the chief of staff 
and chairman of the military 
sports federation distributed cups 
and medals to the winning teams. 


New York Grand Prix race postponed 


PARIS 1 AP‘ - The World Cha- 
mpionship Grand Prix scheduled 
for New York Sept. 23 h3s been 
postponed until IVN5. Jean- Marie 


IBS to hold 
swimming meet 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Int- 
ernational Baccalauriate School 
(IBS; will hold its first swimming 
championship for its students at 
AI Hussein Youth City's winter 
swimming pool on Thursday 
March 1. under the patronage of 
Her Highness Princess Sarath. 
The tournament includes pro- 
grammes for children aged bet- 
ween eight and 16. Relay swi- 
mming and different water games. 


JOB VACANCY 

A leading Jordanian Company is looking for a male/ 
female person with the following qualifications: 

— Good background in sales 

— Previous sales experience with photocopy mac- 
hines 

— Dynamic personality 

if you are Interested in such a position with an att- 
ractive income, please send your resume with your 
picture attached at P.O. Box 927060, Sales Dep- 
artment, Amman - Jordan. 


Balestre. President of the Int- 
ernational Auto Sport Federation 
1 FISA: said Monday. 

Balestre said he was formally 
notified of the postponement, for 
the second straight year, by the 
Automobile Competitions Com- 
mittee of the U.S. (ACCUS last 
week. 

Thoirgh FISA has “res- 
ervations” over races scheduled in 
vlonaco and South Africa this 
year. Balestre said, he told a press 
conference Grand Prix racing had 
never been healthier. 

FISA has applications from lit 
new venues seeking championship 
races. Enzo Ferrari said recently. 
The 19X4 season promises superb 
competition, and Ford is actively 
coming back into Grand Prix rac- 
ing with engines and possible team 
sponsorship, he said. 

Problems remain over tel- 
evision rights for the Monaco 
Grand Prix. and FISA’s executive 


committee will decide in Lisbon 
on March 12 if the famous race 
will count for the world cha- 
mpionship. he said. 

There are also doubts over the 
South African race set for April 7. 
and FISA is in daily touch with the 
organisers over the progress on 
required track safety mod- 
ifications. BaiestTe said. 

A new race on a street circuit at 
Fuengrroia. a down on the Spanish 
south coast near Marbella, will be 
staged Oct. 21 to replace New 
York in the 1 6-race championship 
series, said Balestre. 

He also stressed that FISA 
would not change the scheduled 
date of Oct. 7 for the Grand Prix 
of Europe at the new Nurburgring 
circuit in West Germany, despite 
worries about weather conditions. 

The definitive calendar is to be 
announced after the Lisbon mee- 
ting. 


CONSTRUCTION PERSONNEL 

The following personnel are required by a British 
company building a large concrete reservoir near 
Irbid. 

— masons/concrete finishers 

— heavy formwork carpenters 

Work includes the construction of foundations 
and walls 1m thick, 9m high. 

Also required: 

— boom scraper operator 

— crawler crane operators 

— PX20 batcher operator 

— mobile concrete pump operator 

— rock trimming operatives. 

Applicants should have previous good exp- 
erience on heavy civil engineering projects. 

Apply to Site Manager, Biwater Shellabear, 

Zabda Road, Irbid, or Amman 817793. 



i£>an &ocfe ©otel 


A very special invitation 
to the 

TURKISH FESTIVAL 

•where you will enjoy the following: 

— Turkish films, 

— Turkish pure silk carpets (HEREKE) 

— Pure silver ware 

— Copper ware 

in addition to the nightly Turkish Folkloric Show 



- j^g^iiic^^n^i ■- juh 

Greater luma Cntraethg Ca. 


REQUIRES THE FOLLOWING: 

1. CIVIL ENGINEER 

with minimum five years experience in 
Building/Sewerage Projects. 

2. QUANTITY SURVEYOR 

with minimum five years experience. 

Interested parties should apply in person 
at the company offices — Tfa’ AI Ali — 
Arab College Road. 

Tel: 669774/668726 
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Renault unveils new model 

GENEVA (R)-—- "France's stale-owned motor company Renault 
Tuesday unveQed a new passenger saloon model which it says is more 
aerodynamic' than any car in production. 

The Renault 25, which will appear for the first time at the Geneva 
motor show starting on Thursday, is said to have a drag coefficient of 
only 0.28: 

The car, to be sold on the French market from next month, wUlt® 
made in eight versions including a high-performance model and #jF 
economy turbocharged diesel. 

Good foef consumption resulting from the low drag coefficient mid 
large fuel tanks wiU give the four-seater cars especially extensile 
touring ranges without the need to refuel, Renault said. 

Council of Europe to launch 
new economic* monetary moves 

STRASBOURG (R) — The 21-nation Council of Europe Tuesday 
announced a new initiative to promote world economic and mdn- 
ctary reform and io improve relations between developed and dev- 
eloping countries. 

Portugal will host a conference in April of West European par- 
liamentarians. officials from the World Bank, Internationa] Mon- 
etary Fund. United Nations Development Programme, and Third 
World countries, the Strasbourg-based council said Tuesday. 

The aim of the Lisbon conference wiU be to step up aid from 
indusrrialiscd nations to coantries in Latin America. Africa and Asia, 
the council said. •< 

Aid from the developed nations has stagnated at 0.3# per cent of 
their Gross National Product, far below a 0.7 per cent target set by 
the United Nations in 1965. 

LONDON STOCK MARKET I 


LONDON ( Rv — Share prices closed mixed in quiet trading and 
at 1 500 Tuesday the F.T. 30 share index was up 1 .1 at #20.2 while 
at 1530 the F.T.-S.E. 1UO was up 0.6 at 1041.9. 

Equities rose initially on the back of Wall Street’s gain over 
might but turned mixed on lack of follow through and were 
lending to close easier on balance in reaction to the lower opening 
on Wall StreeL Tuesday, dealers said. ICI was 1 tip off at 574. 
Golds moved up with the bullion price. 

Government bonds firmed up to 7/16 point in response to the 
strength of sterling with some overseas demand noted. North 
Americans were higher. 

London Brick jumped 1 1 p to 1 63 after news Hanson Trust has • 
won control of the company. Hanson rose 7p to 182. t 

Grindlays shed 8p to 164 following full year results while cfe- 
aring banks fell as much as 8p on rekindled fears of a new taxbfc 
financial services and news that British banks wifi be asked to 
deduct tax at source on savings interest. 

Vickers was up 6p at 163 on further appraisal of its annual 
results. Unilever firmed ltlp to 925 but Glaxo was a net 5p down 
at 740 after 755. Oil leaders showed net gains ranging to 5p but 
Ultramar added I3p to 667 on demand in a thin market. 

Insurances eased a few pence after a firm opening, dealers said. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON f R Following are the buying and .selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.492505 

1.2521/24 

2.6025/35 

2.9365/75 

2.1575/85 

53.25/59 

8.0220/50 

1618.00/1619.00 

233.10/20 
7.7525/7625 
7 .4900'SOOO 
9.5475/5575 * 

4IU.Ol)/401 .50 


U.S. dollars ' 

Canadian dollars 
West German marks '. 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Banks, Alia 
to sign loan 
agreement 
in March 

BAHRAIN (R) — A syndicated 
Kuwaiti bank loan to Jordan’s nat- 
ional airline Alia has been folly 
subscribed and is expected to be 
made in the second half of March, 
lead manager National Bank of 
Kuwait (NBK) said Tuesday. 

The bank, contacted by Reu- 
ters, sard the eight-year loan, ini- 
tially for 1 5 million Kuwaiti dinars 
(551.4 million J had been ove- 
rsubscribed by five million dinars 
(SI 7 million J and was now exp- 
ected to be for 2u million dinars 
(S68.4 million).. 

The base currency for the loan, 
to help finance the purchase of 
four Lockheed TriStar aircrafts, is 
the Kuwaiti dinar, but Alia may 
request other currencies, the bank 
said. 

Kuwaiti dinar funds will be at V: 
per cent over the Kuwait Inter 
Bank Offered Rate (KIBOR) for 
the first four years and percent 
over KIBOR for the last four 
years. 

The loan has a four year grace 
period. 

Alia said earlier this month that 
it would borrow a total SI 3d mil- 
lion to purchase the planes, with 
funds also being provided by the 
U.S. Export Import Bank and the 
British government’s Export Cre- 
dit Guarantee Department. 

The other banks participating in 
the Kuwaiti loan are the Com- 
mercial Bank of Kuwait, Gulf 
Bank, the Industrial Bank of 
Kuwait and Burgan Bank, NBK 
said. 


French retail 
prices rise 


PARIS (R) — French retail prices 
rose faster in January but the ann- 
ual inflation rate is still declining, 
the finance ministry said Monday. 

The January price increase was 
U.7 per cent after a 0.3 per cent 
rise in December, and a ministry 
communique blamed’ this partly 
on higher food prices and higher 
cigarette, petroleum and. tel- 
evision taxes. 

It took consolation in the ann- 
ual figures showing a 9.0 per cent 
cent inflation rate in the year to 
end-January after 9.3 per cent for 
all of 1983. 

The ministry said retail prices 
rose only 7.5 per cent in the past 
six months and predicted the raon,- 
thly rate would fall after “rel- 
atively higher” monthly figures in 
early 1984. 

January is traditionally a bad 
month for retail prices, as new 
taxes and price increases take eff- 
ect. In 19811 the monthly rise was 
1.9 per cent, in 1 98 1 it was 1 .2 per 
cent, in 1982. 1 .0 per cent and last 
year, 0.9 per cent " — 


Senior Vatican cardinals 
meet to discuss finances 


VATICAN CITY (R) — A senior group of 14 car- 
dinals is meeting this week to discuss church finances 
ami d expectations that the Vatican will soon ann- 
ounce an ex-grada payment to liquidators of the 
failed Banco Ambrosiano, Vatican and diplomatic 
sources said. 

The select group represents the Italian Treasury Minister Gio- 
Roman Catholic Church lea- vanni Goria said earlier this 
dership on five continents and month the Istituto per le Ope re di 
over the next two days will mainly Religione (IOR h the Vatican 
discuss the Vatican's budget def- bank, would make a “ significant 
icit, believed to total 530 million contribution" towards the set- 
last year, the same as in 1982. dip- dement of outstanding claims aga- 
lomatic sources said. inst Ambrosiano. 

But the meeting also takes place Known as the Council of Car- 
amid speculation that (he Vatican dinals for the Study of Org- 
bank. which owned pan of Amb- anisational and Economic Pro- 
rostano but has always denied res- blems of the Holy See. the group 
ponsibtlity for its failure, is ready can make recommendations to 
to pay about %25U million to liq- Pope John Paul, 
u id at ore as a goodwill gesture. The cardinals held a little pub- 


licised meeting here last October 
and have already conducted a tho- 
rough study of IOR's relationship 
with the failed private banking 
group. 

The Vatican has said that the 
IOR unwittingly owned 111 Pan- 
ama finance houses into which 
51 .3 billion of Ambrosiano loans 
disappeared. 

Ambrosiano crashed in August 
1982. 

Although the Vatican has den- 
ied any responsibility for the dem- 
ise of (he bank, it has come under 
pressure to contribute towards the 
settlement of Ambrosiano debts. 

Diplomatic sources said the 
Vatican was originally expected to 
announce a voluntary payment to 
the liquidators when it signed a 
new concordat with the Italian 
state on Feb. 18. 


Experts discuss Third 
World debt, IMF role 


SANTIAGO C R 1 — Bankers, 
economists, government officials 
and representatives of int- 
ernational financial organisations 
began a three-day conference 
here Monday on ways to improve 
the international financial env- 
ironment. 

More than 4<r experts from 18 
countries are attending the con- 
ference — the Roundtable on 
Money and Finance — held at the 
headquarters of the United Nat- 
ions Economic Commission for 
Latin America (ECLA). 

The regional roundtable was set 
up last year under the auspices of 
the North-South Roundtable, 
which looks at relations between 
developed and developing cou- 
ntries as a whole. 

The president of the North- 
South Roundtable, Pakistani Pla- 
nning and Development Minister 
Mahbub UJ Haq. told the opening 
session the Santiago meeting sho- 
uld aim to make concrete pro- 
posals for tackling international 


financial problems caused by the 
inability of poorer countries to 
service foreign debLs. 

He suggested that the int- 
ernational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
make a new issue of Special Dra- 
wing Rights (SDRS}, the int- 
ernational currency based on the 
value of five major currencies, in 
order to improve the reserve pos- 
itions of developing countries. 

Mr. Haq suggested that the i MF 
issue 4(f billion SDRS, equal to 
about *42 billion, over five years, 
which would have to be dis- 
tributed according to each cou- 
ntry’s IMF quota. 

Richer countries which did not 
need their full allocation could 
contribute a proportion to a spe-’ 
ciai IMF-administered trust fond 
to help the poorest and most hea- 
vily indebted nations with their 
economic adjustment pro- 
grammes. he said. 

Mr. Haq also stressed the need 
to increase the resources of the 
International Development Ass- 


ociation (IDA), the World Bank 
affiliate which lends money over 
.long periods at low interest rates 
to the poorest developing cou- 
ntries. 

Mr. Arthur Brown, associate 
administrator of the U.N. Dev- 
elopment Pogramme (UNDP), 
cited these countries in suggesting 
that the IMF could modify the 
conditions it places on loans to 
member countries with balance of 
payments problems. 

The role of the fund's austerity 
programmes, which many dev- 
eloping countries feel can impose 
intolerable social and political str- 
ains. is to be a central topic of the 
conference. 

ECLA Executive Secretary 
Enrique Iglesias said Latin Ame- 
rica. with total foreign debts exc- 
■ eedingS3tiU billion, had yet to feel 
the beneficial effects of recovery 
elsewhere as high interest rates 
. and unfavourable terms of trade 
persisted. 


OAU faces serious crisis 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — The 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) is edging towards par- 
alysis because member states owe 
it «i43 million in membership arr- 
ears. OAU Interim Secretary- 
General Peter Onu said Tuesday. 

He told an OAU foreign min- 
isters meeting that the pan- 
African organisation's financial 
crisis was so serious that its Addis 
Ababa-based secretariat often did 
not know whether it could pay its 
staff. 

Senior African officials believe 
the O AU's financial crisis is as ser- 
ious as any political upheavals the 
21 -year-old organisation has 
faced during the past two years. 


had paid nothing towards the 
OAlTs S23.6 million 1983/84 
budget. 

Some had not paid their dues 
since 1970. 

He did not name the non- 
payers. but said many that had 
paid were those facing the most 
serious financial difficulties, mak- 
ing it difficult to understand why 
the richer countries could not pay 
their dues. 

The meeting was due to adopt 
an increased budget for 1984/85 
of 525.3 million. Mr. Onu said. 

The secretariat had already 
begun strict austerity measures, he 
said, but appealed to members to 
pay their dues in full. 

On the political front. Mr. Onu 
said the OAU wasstOI threatened 
by a dispute between the Polisario 
Front and Morocco over the Wes- 


tern Sahara and by civil war in 
Chad, issues that had brought pre- 
vious meetings dose to collapse. 
Efforts would continue to solve 
both. 

Mr. Onu warned member states 
against the “political acrobatics" 
of Souih Africa and said its troop 
disengagement accord with Ang- 
ola and recent security talks with 
Mozambique should not be all- 
owed to hinder efforts to bring 
independence to Namibia (South 
West Africa). 

Refugees need help 

He also said Africa had to find 
more money to alleviate the plight 
of its five million refugees, half the 
world 1 s total. 

In the past Western donors have 
been suspicious of giving money 
for refugees because they felt the 
money was misused. 


Cairo lifts crude oil prices 

CAIRO ( R) — Egypt is adding 25 U.S. cents a barrel to prices next 
month for its heavier grades of crude oil although iis principal Suez 
blend will remain at S2S a barrel, a spokesman of the Egyptian 
General Petroleum Corporation said Tuesday. 

• Egypt, exporting about 250,000 barrets of crude oil daily, does not 
belong to the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPECl price-fixing ring. Its monthly price review in line with mar- 
ket trends is therefore a barometer of the underlying state of the 
market. 

Benchmark Suez blend has been steady since January at sJ.X. S J 
less than the official OPEC reference price tor similar Arabian light 

• crude. The heavier Egyptian crudes were upped slight lv in February. 

In the new March price changes, the spokesman said" Budran crude 
would rise 25 cents to Balayim to $26.75 and Marine Bal- 

ayim to S272>(». reflecting a slightly sironcer market for crudes rich in 
heating oil. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 
29 , 1984 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: Daytime can bring a 
considerable number of obstacles in the path of your 
desires. Your reason may conflict with your emotions. 
The evening is fine for romance and sociability 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 191 Friends are disappointing 
during the day but very agreeable in the evening. Much 
enjoyment with your mate tonight 
* TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Be sure you do nothing 
that can irk one who has much power over your affairs. 
After a hard day. gad about town with friends. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) You have work to do 
that should be completed, so don't run off to new in- 
forests vet. A new acquaintance can be of great help. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Study your 
obligations, and figure out the best way to handle them. 
Don't argue with the one you love. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) A partner could be acting 
rather strangely, so avoid until the mood changes. Be 
more objective. Enjoy the company of a good friend. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) Don't try to change your 
techinque at work since all is going fine. Make use of 
any health treatment you may need in the evening. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Don't commit yourself 
to new expenses just because you would like a change. 
Show more thought to your mate. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Do not get angry with 
a family tie who won't do what you ask. Remain poised. 
Evening is fine for entertaining at home. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Know what it 
is that allies expect of you. but don't do anything you 
disapprove of. Be more objective. Visit those you like. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Get your financial 
affairs in order and learn to economize more. Don't in- 
vest heavily in anything. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Your practical views 
and emotions are not coordinating 50 be careful. Listen 
to what experts have to say. A rather frustrating day. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You want to run away 
from frustrations, but it is best you keep any promises 
you have made. Control your temper. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she is 
one who will be very demanding during youth, so be sure 
to teach early to' have consideration for others and to 
be more controlled. Your progeny will do well in school. 
The field of sales is especially good here. 

* * * 

"The Stars impel: they do not compel." What you 
make of your life is largely up to you! 

© 1984, The McNaught Syndicate, Inc. 


THE Daily Crossword b, T 


ACROSS 
1 Greenstone 
5 Gush 
9 Bishop’s 
headdress 

14 Hero 

15 Director 
Kazan 

16 Allan— 
(Robin Hood 
man) 

17 Den of 
iniquity? 

19 Exalted 

20 Noah’s ' 
vessel 

21 Respects 

23 Restraint 

24 Feats 

26 Employ 

27 Spire 
omamont 


28 Bread type 

29 Daytime 
dramas 

32 Effortless- 
ness 

33 Polynesian 

35 More 
melancholy 

36 Din of 
iniquity? 

39 Mink 
relative 

42 Pedal arch 

44 Cavort 

45 Vicinities 

47 Dustcloth 

49 Sick 

50 — Mag non 

51 Old Eng. 
courts 

53 Muffin 

54 Porridge 



58 Song 
syllable 

59 Pointed 
arch 

61 Don of 
iniquity? 

63 Walk 

64 Forearm 
bone 

65 Ruminant 

66 Mixes and 
matches 

67 Sign of 
sorrow 

68 Consumes 

DOWN 

1 Moslem 
holy war 

2 Worshiper 

3 Beasts of 
burden 

4 Moose 

5 Filming 
locations 

G Cabal 

7 One: Ger. 

8 Come to 

9 Parson's 
house 

10 Nuptial 
words 

11 Certain 
scene 

12 Oval 

13 More frail 

18 Roger 

22 Author’s 
drafts: abbr. 

25 Expensively 


r. Richard Mora 


29 About com- 
munities: 
abbr. 

30 Acorn's 
parent 

31 Little 
Orphan — 

32 Detective 
Queen 

34 Stooge name 

35 Sandwich 
letters 

37 Genetic 
letters 

38 Hush-hush 
org. 

39 Cooler 
heads 

40 Musically 
speedy 

41 More like 
Hawaiian 
weather 

43 Ancient 
Asian 
country 

45 Parseghian 

46 Bad liquor 

48 Ruler 

50 Students 

51 Guidonian 
note 

52 Orange-red 
stones 

55 Burrower 

56 Ferber 

57 At a dis- 
tance 

60 Tub 

62 Article 


1MAANSE V — ' 

[/■ ■'o ” Now arrange the circled tetters to 

[ill form the surprise answer, as aug- 

/ l' IS A fwl gestad by the above cartoon. 

«^^» riTirn rrn 

(Answaretomomiw) 

Sajurtjay-g | Jumbles: GOUGE BULGY QUIVER FONDLY % 
.. 1 Answer What the hypochondriac's motto 

^ was-GOOD GRIEF. ■ 
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Soviets call again for 

missile removal 



[OSCOW (AP) — Foreign Minister Andrei Gro- 
myko said the Soviet Union will return to the Geneva 
negotiations on medium-range nuclear weapons 
pnly if NATO removes the missiles already deployed 
in Western Europe, Pravda reported Tuesday. 


or dance with the principle of equ- 
ality and equal security” Mr. 
Gromyko said. 


U.S. to offer new proposal 


Mr. Gromyko's speech rei- 
terated the Kremlin' s stance since 
Soviets walked out of the 


the 


/ 


Geneva talks last November, after 
the North Atlantic Treaty Org- 
anisation began deploying the first 
of 572 cruise and Pershing missiles 
in Western EuAjpe. 

“The proposals of the Soviet 
Union on the reduction of rockets 
in Europe are well known and 
they fully retain their force,” Mr. 
Gromyko said. “One condition is 
necessary — that the United Sta- 
tes shows its readiness to return to 
the situation existing before the 
beginning of the deployment of 
the American rockets.” 

One Western diplomat in Mos- 
cow said the speech indicated 


there had been no change in the 
Kremlin's arms policy under the 
new leadership of Communist 
Party General Secretary Kon- 
stantin Chernenko. 

Mr. Gromyko's comments, car- 
ried in full by the party newspaper 
Pravda. were made at a voters' 
meeting in Minsk in advance of 
the March 4 parliament elections. 

An earlier TASS summary of 
Mr. Gromyko's speech left it unc- 
lear whether the official Soviet 
position had changed, as it made 
vague references to “the existing 
parity'' of nuclear arms between 
the two sides. 

“The USSR stands for reaching 
agreements on the limitation and 
reduction of nuclear arms in acc- 


WASHINGTON (APj — U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan has ten- 
tatively agreed to a plan that could 
lead to an agreement with the Sov- 
iet union to reduce troop levels in 
Eastern Europe, according to a 
published report Tuesday. 

Mr. Reagan will propose the 
plan March 16 during troop red- 
uction taifc s in Vienna and enc- 
ourage the Soviets to return to the 
Geneva nuclear arms talks, the 
Los Angeles Times reported, quo- 
ting unidentified U.S. officials as 
saying. 

Under the proposal, the United 
States would not pursue the issue 
of how many troops Warsaw Pact 
nations have in Eastern Europe if 
the Soviet Union allows the Uni- 
ted States to monitor the red- 
uction with on-site inspections. 


Anti-government stoppage 
disrupts British transport 


i 

1/ 


LONDON (R) — Anti- 
government protests by Britain's 
labour anions Tuesday disrupted 
transport in major cities and bro- 
ught civil servants on to the streets 
to picket government offices. 

Union members were res- 
ponding to a call from the Trades 
Union Congress (TUC), the umb- 
rella group for 10 million British 
workers, to oppose a government 
ban on union membership at a sec- 
ret electronic spy centre at Che- 
ltenham in western England. 

The ban has caused a political 
storm for Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher’s Conservative 
government and threatens a rec- 
ent improvement in her relations 
with the labour unions. 

Strike action around the cou- 
ntry was sporadic, affecting mai- 
nly transport and some health ser- 
vices. 

Mrs. Th a tc h e r has rejected the 
unions’ offer of a no-strike pact at 


Cheltenham, causing disquiet 
among many of her supporters, 
and the dispute threatens to rev- 
erse a recent modest improvement 
in the Conservative government’s 
relations with the unions. 

Railway workers, channel feny 
crews, miners and avil servants 
are planning protest meetings dur- 
ing working hours, some of which 
will be followed by half-day str- 
ikes. 

In parliament Monday night, 
the government easily won a vote 
on the issue forced by the small 
Social Democratic Party, but mus- 
tered only 201 votes at the end of 
the debate — barely half the Con- 
servative member in the House of 
Commons. 

About 10,000 signals experts, 
translators and otter workers at 
the Cheltenham Spy Centre and at 
satellite stations in Britain and 
abroad eavesdrop on the radio 
messages of the Soviet Union and 
other foreign powers. 


India forms 
‘ambush 
squads’ 
in Punjab 


NIGERIA 



60 people reported killed in 
Monday’s Nigerian riots 


LAGOS. Nigeria (AP) — Muslim 
extremists wielding axes, mac- 
hetes, and guns rioted in the nor- 
theast town of Jimeta, killing at 
least 60 people and injuring about 
50. the News Agency of Nigeria 
(NAN) reported Tuesday. 


AMRITSAR, India (R) — Punjab 
security forces Tuesday took spe- 
cial precautions, including for- 
ming “ambush squads”, to deal 
with trouble arising from the arr- 
est of nine Sikh leaders for bur- 
ning the Indian constitution. 

The Sikh leaders, arrested 
Monday on chains carrying jail 
terms of up to three years, go on 
trial on Thursday, for tearing and 
burning the constitution during 
protests Monday in New Delhi 
and the Punjab capital Cha- 
ndigarh. 

“We have taken special pre- 
cautions to deal with any trouble ” 
a police spokesman told Reuters 
here in the Sikh holy city of Amr- 
itsar. 

Security sources said in a new 
strategy to stop the violence state 
police and paramilitary forces 
plan counter-guerrilla tactics. 


Mexicans mark Aztec anniversary 


MEXICO CITY (R) — The last 
Aztec emperor died 459 years ago 
Tuesday, dangling ignobly from a 
tree, but Mexicans still retain at 
least as ranch respect for the cou- 
ntry’s okl Indian cultures as for its 
Spanish conquerors. 

Cuauhtemoc, a “stop-gap” 
ruler in today’s political jargon, 
was hanged on orders from Her- 
nan Cortes, who led the Spanish 
conquest. ^ 

Mexicans celebrated Tuesday's 
anniversary quietly, laying flowers 
on the many monuments to Cua- 
uhtemoc. But far more statues 
were buQt to the Aztec leader than 
ever to Cortes. 

One columnist compared Mex- 
ico’s Aztec spiritual inheritance 
■ with what he saw as the wor- 
ldliness of Spain. 

“Cuauhtemoc was a symbol of 
one side of our mixed inheritage, 
the heroic, noble, stoic and pro- 


foundly spiritual,” Pedro Estrada 
said in a story issued by the news 
agency Notimex. 

He compared this to “the dom- 
inance and adventurousness sym- 
bolised by Cortes, greedy for ric- 
hes and power.” 

Cortes’ troops had routed the 
Aztecs four years earlier, then tor- 
tured Cuauhtemoc in a vain att- 
empt to find out where his pre- 
decessor, Montezuma, had hidden 
the Aztec gold treasure. 

Cones kept Cuauhtemoc, ele- 
cted emperor to replace Mon- 
tezuma who was seen to have sold 
out to the Spaniards, as a prisoner 
as insurance against an Aztec upr- 
ising. 

In Feb. 1525 Cortes was told 
that the officer he sent to colonise 
today’s Central America had bet- 
rayed him. 

Setting out on a punitive mis- 


sion, he brought along Cua- 
uhtemoc. En route. Cortes beard 
rumours that the former Aztec 
ruler was plotting a rebellion. 

Promptly ordering “the falling 
eagle” hanged, Cortes watched 
Cuauhtemoc die. 


Many Mexicans say they feel 
greater affinity with the Aztecs. 
Mityas and other Indian cultures 
than with the Spaniards who con- 
quered the Latin American con- 
tinent. 

“I identify more with Cua- 
uhtemoc and tbe old cultures alt- 
hough my ancestry is mainly Spa- 
nish.” said Guadalupe Guzman, a 
Mexico City secretary. 

After decades of teaching only 
Spanish in schools, tbe gov- 
ernment in tbe late 1970s acc- 
epted bilingual tuition in areas 
where one of the 55 recognised 
Indian languages is spoken. 


The agency said that the rioting- 
broke out Monday in the town — 
near the Camera un border about 
800 kilometres northeast of Lagos 
— but by Tuesday had been que- 
lled by Gongola state authorities. 

“The situation is well under 
control,” it quoted Lt.-Col. Cyril 
Iweze, actin g state governor under. 
Nigeria's militar y government, as 
saying in a broadcast on local 
radio Monday night. 

According to police sources in. 
Jimeta, which is just outside the 


state capital of Yola. the rioting had been killed. 


battle ensued in which the ext- 
remists were surrounded in a sec- 
tion of the town, the NAN said. 

It quoted police sources as say- 
ing 40 of the rioters were arrested. 

“Life is returning to normal 
gradually in the state capital 
hundreds of people were seen ret- 
urning to their homes,' 1 the agency 
said. 

NAN quoted hospital sources as 
saying that of the 6U corpses cou- J 
nted at the Yola Specialist Hos- 
pital 57 had suffered “machete, 
axe or sword cuts” and the other 
three had been shot to death. The 
shadowy Maitatsine group is bla- 
med by authorities for stirring up 
trouble in Nigeria's pre- 
dominantly Muslim north in Kano 
in 198U and in Miduguri in 1982. 
Published reports said hundreds 


broke out when followers of the 
outlawed Muslim extremist group 
. Maitatsine began attacking other 
residents in the town, NAN said. 

Police were called and a pitched 


Since its independence from 
Britain in 1960, Africa's most 
populous nation with an estimated 
1 U0 million people, has been the 
scene of repeated internal clashes. 


Seoul favours new ICAO 
report on KAL desaster 


SEOUL (R) — A new Int- 
ernational Civil Aviation Org- 
anisation (ICAO) report on last 
-September’s downing of a South 
Korean airliner was more fav- 
ourable to South Korea than an 
.earlier report, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

ICAO's Air Navigation Com- 
mission said in Montreal Monday 
the Soviet Union made no attempt 
to identify tbe straying Korean Air 
Lines (KAL) jumbo jet before 
shooting' it down with the loss of 
269 lives. 

“We find the report much more 
favourable than last Decembers 
report and it coincides with our 
position that there were no ind- 
ications that Soviet fighters fol- 
lowed proper interception pro- 
cedures,” the spokesman said. 

The commission, basing its con- 
clusions on air-to-ground com- 
munication records, said it was dif- 
ficult to validate or endorse a the- 
ory advanced by an ICAO inv- 
estigative team in December that 
the airliner’s crew had incrrectly 
programmed a navigation com- 
puter and allowed it to drift from 
its proper course for five and a half 
tears through inattentiveness. 

A South Korea delegation will 
attend this week’s ICAO gov- 
erning council meeting in Mon- 
treal which will review the reports 
of the investigative team and the 


navigation commission. 

“It is of paramount importance 
for tbe interceptor aircraft to ens- 
ure that it attracts the attention of 
tbe pilot-in-connnand of the civil 
aircraft," the ICAO commission 
said. 

The report was baacally the 
commission’s comments on the 
findings of an ICAO investigation 
team that visited the Soviet Union 
late last year. 


Moscow has said the int- 
ercepting pilots made several sig- 
nals at tbe airliner to follow them 
down to a Soviet airfield but that 
these were ignored. 

The government daily Izvestia 
said oh Sept. 12 the intercepting 
pilots flashed their lights, flew dir- 
ectly in. front of the airliner and 
fired tracer shells along its flight 
path. There was no doubt the 
Korean pilot had been seen the 
signals, it said. 

Soviet statements made clear 
the interceptors did not realise 
they were dealing with a civilian 
craft and thought the Boeing 747 
was a U.S. spy plane. 


The commission urged the Uni- 
ted States. Japan and the Soviet 
Union to make every effort to 
ensure better communications 
and identification of aircraft flying 
over the northern Pacific. 


Afghan guerrillas attack 
Soviet embassy in Kabul 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghan 
guerrillas staged coordinated att- 
acks on the Soviet embassy and 
Afghan government buildings in 
Kabul to mark the fourth ann- 
iversary of city-wide protests aga- 
inst Soviet intervention. Western 
diplomats said Tuesday. 


barrage of rocket fire from tbe bui- 
lding’ s Soviet defenders, they quo- 
ted their envoys in Kabul as say- 


rag 


The guerrillas’ rocket and mor- 
tar fire on the embassy and sur- 
rounding tanks last week drew a 


The embassy was only one of 
several targets in the attack to 
mark the demonstrations of Feb. 
21. 1980 when shops dosed and. 
people dambered on roofs to 
shout “AUah-O-Akbar” (God is 
great) in defiance of recently- 
arrived Soviet troops. 


Truckers declare 
indefinite 
blockade of 
Alpine pass 


INNSBRUCK, Austria (R) — A 
truck blockade of the Brenner 
Pass linking Italy and Austria ent- 
ered its sixth day Tuesday with 
drivers vowing to extend their pro- 
test action indefinitely. 

The blockade, involving more 
than 2.000 lorries stretching along 
the motorway across Austria from 
the West German border to tbe 
Alpine passes, began last Thu- 
rsday with drivers demanding wri- 
tten guarantees from the Italian 
government on faster customs cle- 
arance at the border. 

“The blockade will continue 
indefinitely and we wiD not lift it 
until our demands are met,” said 
Austrian truck owner Otto KJa- 
usner, spokesman for a committee 
of truck drivers organising the 
blockade at the Brenner Pass. 

The truckers want round- 
the-clock customs clearance for 
lorries on four lanes, a ban on str- 
ikes, by customs officials, com- 
pensation for losses and gua- 
rantees that those taking pan in 
the blockade will not be pro- 
secuted. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHJUUES GOREN 
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A NINE IN TIME SAVES SLAM 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 K 108 
S?KQ7 
0 A Q42 
4953 


EAST 
46542 
C 9653 
0 J953 

47 


WEST 
4973 
842 
0 106 
4 Q J1064 
SOUTH 
4 AQJ 
AJ10 
OK87 
4AK82 
The bidding: 

South West North East 
2 NT Pass 5 NT Pass 
6 NT Pass Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Queen of 4 . 


1 There is often more than 
one line of play that declarer 
can adopt to make his con- 
tract. Winners at the table 
are those who can spot the 
Ones and then find a way to 
test all or most of them. 

North’s raise to five no 
trump requests his partner 
to bid six no trump if he has a 
ini mu cn two . no trump 
oer, seven if he is max- 
rvjj^um. South was minimum 
fetid settled in the small slam. 
‘^West led the top of his club 



sequence, and declarer could 
count only 11 tricks because 
of the wasted values in the 
major suits. A 12th trick 
could be established if either 
minor suit split 3-3: however, 
the chances for an even dub 
split could be discounted 
because of tbe opening lead. 

Declarer won the opening 
lead and tried three rounds 
of diamonds, ending: in dum- 
my. When West failed to 
follow to the last of these, it 
seemed that declarer was in 
trouble. Fortunately, he spot* 
ted that his club holding of- 
fered hope of an end play. 

To strip West of his exit 
cards, declarer cashed bis 
major suit winners. Then he 
led the nine of clubs from the 
table and. when East stuffed 
a spade on this trick, the con- 
tract could not be defeated. 
Declarer simply played a low 
club from hand and West 
won tbe trick with the ten of 
clubs.- 

Now declarer’s ground* 
work paid off. West was 
down to nothing but clubs, 
and he was forced to lead 
away from his Q-fi of clubs 
into declarer’s A-8 tenace, 
and so give declarer his 
fulfilling trick. 


47 killed, 20 wounded in 
Filipino rebel ambush 


MANILA (R) — At least 47 peo- 
ple were killed and 20 wounded in 
a two-hour gunbattle between 
Muslim rebels and government 
troops in the southern Philippines, 
the official Philippine News Age- 
ncy (PNA) said Tuesday. 

It said that 34 of those killed in 
tbe weekend battle in Basilan pro- 
vince on Mindanao Island were 1 
members of the secessionist Mus- 
lim Moro National Liberation 
Front (MNLF). The rest were 
government soldiers. 

The agency quoted Brigadier- 
General Rodolfo Toientino as say- 
ing a patrol of about 30 troops was 
ambushed by about 150 rebels 
armed with light-machine guns, 
grenade launchers and automatic 
rifles. 

He said both sides brought in 
reinforcements during the battle 
which followed reports that 
MNLF members were gathering 
in the area. 

Tbe news agency said a lie- 
utenant was among the army 
dead, .but gave no names. 

Mindanao is the home of most 
of the predominantly Roman Cat- 
holic country's Muslim minority 
and the scene of frequent raids by 
MNLF and Communist guerrillas. 

The MNLF^has been cam- 
paigning for an radepentient Mus- 
lim state fin- nearly ten. years.'' - - 


Election law approved 

Meanwhile the 1 Phifipfanes par- 
liament has approved a new ele- 


ctoral code that meets several of 
the opposition’s demands for fair 
polling in parliamentary elections 
scheduled for May. 

The code, passed Monday 
night, includes measures to ensure 
elections are not rigged and bans 
election-related arrests, death 
sentences, loss of citizenship and 
property during the run up to the 
polk. 

But it does not include an opp- 
osition demand for President Fer- 
dinand Marcos to be stripped of 
his law-making powers. 

Tbe measures- were imm- 
ediately welcomed by bus- 
inessman Jose Concepcion, who 
heads a citizens' watch dog group 
to ensure honest elections. 

But Agapito “Bute” Aquino, 
younger brother of murdered 
opposition leader Benigno Aqu- 
ino and a rising star of Philippines 
politics, said: “The new election 
code is good but not good enough 
because Mr. Marcos still wields 
legislative powers.” 

Parliament dropped a 
government-backed proposal to 
raise the number of nominated 
seats in the new assembly from 1 7 
to 37, wbich the opposition saw a 
victory. 

Deputy Prime Minister Jose 
Rono and Political Affaire Min- 
~ “for Leonard? Perez, said most of 
the safeguards proposed by the 
opposition had been included in 
the code, clearing the way for its 
participation in the elections. 


Pakistani students burn Zia’s effigy 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) — 
Students protesting against a gov- 
ernment ban on tbeir unions att- 
acked tbe office of a university 
chief and burned an effigy of Pre- 
sident Mohammad Zia Ul. Haq, 
student sources said. 


provincial military governor. Gen.Ziahassaidthebanisnec- 

In Karachi, police fired tear gas - edaiy to keep students from pol- 
at stone-throwing students and in itics and to maintain a peaceful 


The sources said several hun- 
dred students took part in the pro- 
test Monday at the main Peshawar 
University campus. 


They marched around the cam- 
pus and later broke windows and 
furniture in the vice-chancellor's 
office and burned effigies of Gen. 
Zia, his education minister and tbe 


Pakistan-administered Kashmir 
they baton-charged several hun- 
dred marching demonstrators. 

The Peshawar demonstration, 
on tbe sixteenth day.of protests 
against the ban of student unions, 
was organised by Islami Jamiat 
Talaba (UT), tbe student arm of 
the .banned right-wing Jaraaat- 
i- Islami Party wbich has been 
close to the military government. 

Students at Peshawar Uni- 


atmosphere for national elections 
he has promised to hold by March 
1985. 

But UT President Meraj- 
Ud-Din asked at a student rally: 
“If students have to be away from 
politics then what does the mil- 
itary have to do with politics?” 

TTie UT press release quoted 
biro as warning that the students 
could attract labourers, peasants, 
lawyers and teachers to their pro- 


versity also boycotted classes, an * tests if the government did not lift 
UT press release said. the union ban. 


Angola frees 7 mercenaries held since 1976 


LONDON (R) — Angola has rel- 
eased seven British mercenaries 
jailed there since 1976 and put 
them on a plane in the capital 
Luanda Monday. British Foreign 
Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe stud 
Tuesday. 


The seven fought with one of 
two losing movements in a three- 
sided civil war which erupted after 
Portugal decided to grant ind- 
ependence to Angola, biggest of 
its former African territories. A 
court set up by the victorious Pop- 
ular Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola (MPLA) jailed them 
for terms of between 16 and 30 


years for their part in the conflict. 

Sir Geoffrey, who gave no det- 
ails of their flight from Luanda, 
said in a statement issued by tbe 
Foreign Office that Britain had 
made repeated strong pleas for 
their release. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
said there was no connection bet- 
ween the release of the mer- 
cenaries and the recent kid- 
napping of 77 foreign hostages by 
right-wing UNITA (National 
Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola) guerrillas. The hos- 
tages include 16 Britons. 

“There was no UNITA inv- 
olvement in this decision.. .and the 


British government continues to 
have no contact with UNITA" he 
said. 


Angolan President Jose Edu- 
ardo Dos Santos agreed last Jan- 
uary to free the mercenaries. Sir 
Geoffrey added. 

The seven were recruited in Bri- 
tain to fight for the National Front. 
for the Liberation of Angola 
(FNLA) which lost the civil war to 
Cuban-backed forces of the 
MPLA. 

Four others were executed. 
Two American mercenaries jailed 
at the same time were freed last 
November. 


E. German emigration to West soars 


GIESSEN, West Germany (R) — 
A sudden tenfold jump in emi- 
gration from East Germany has 
stretched tbe resources of the 
main West German reception 
camp here. 

Diplomats say the recent lib- 
eration, welcomed by the Bonn 
government, appears to be a del- 
iberate bid by the East German 
authorities to nurture bilateral ties 
while at the same time heading off 
potential unrest at home. 

For staff at Giessen, 130 kil- 
ometres from the border with East 
Germany, the increase in the 
number of emigrants in the past 
week has come as a surprise. 

One harassed official described 
the influx as ah invasion. 

Camp Director Heinz Doerr 
estimated the number of arrivals 
— mostly married couples in their 
mid-twenties to mid-thirties with 


ister Willi Stoph to escape to the 
West could affect the interests of 
tbe estimated 500.000 East Ger- 
mans still waiting for exit visas. 

Mr. Stoph's niece, Ingrid Berg, 
and four other relatives entered 
West Germany’s embassy in Pra- 
gue last Friday and said they 
would stay there until given per- 
mission to emigrate. The Bonn 
government is contuning a bla- 
ckout of news about the family. 

Emigration from East to West 
Germany has been severely lim- 
ited since the Berlin Wall was built 
in 1961 and is a delicate issue ia 
'relations between the two cou- 
ntries. 

The Bonn government, while 
seeking improved ties 'with its 
Communist neighbour, has rep- 
eatedly urged East Berlin to ease 
‘the cubs, as it did when it app- 
roved a one-biliion-mark- 


children — at some 100 people a' ($400- million) credit for East- 


day since Feb. 18. 

"At this time of year we usually 
have about 300 in one month," he 
said. 

Mr. Doerr said he had noted a 
gradual rise in numbers since last 
November but the latest jump, 
stretching tbe camp’s ability to 
cope with more than 600 people at 
once, was unexpected. 

Mr. Doerr said the surge could 
last until April but there was spe- 
culation-in Bonn that a bid by rel- 
atives of East German Prime Min- 


Germauy last year. 

Diplomats in Bonn say tbe cur- 
rent relaxation stems from the 
East Berlin authorities’ desire 
both to foster better relations with 
West Germany and also to deflect 
dissidence. 

“ Certainly the business of get- 
ting rid of people who might bec- 
ome of focus of dissideoccis a tac- 
*tic they have followed many times 
before" one Western diplomat 
said.- - — 

“But they are also interested in 


the maintenance of good relations 
with West Germany, particularly 
their ability to maintain a heavy 
build-up of export credits," the 
diplomat added. 

East Germans of working age 
who apply for an exit visa face a 
lengthy and often vain struggle to 
satisfy the authorities that they 
have humanitarian grounds for 
doing so, such as a wish to join 
relatives already living in West 
Germany. 

One 33-year-old East Berliner, 
a member of the church-led 
Anti-Nuclear Movement in East 
Germany, said he had lodged 51 
applications to leave since nrid- 
1980 ." Approval came as a bit of a 
shock after three-and-a-half 
years," he told Reuters. 

Mr. Doerr said: “In some cases, 
police visited people at work dur- 
ing their lunebbreak and told them 
they had to be out by the next 
day.” 

One family from Dresden, 
munching oranges in the camp 
canteen, has brought only what 
they could carry. “ All we have left 
from 16 years of marriage are four 
suitcases, two holdalls and a sch- 
ool satchel," the wife said. 

The camp at Giessen, san- 
dwiched between two busy roads 
on the edge of the town, is the first 
stopping point for the East Ger- 
mans after a one-day tram journey 
from the border. 



Java’s snake 
trade booms 


JAKARTA (R) — Java’s boo- 
ming snake trade has caused a sca- 
rcity of the reptiles on the island 
and is threatening the existence of 
some rare species, the official 
Antara News Agency said Tue- 
sday. The slaughter of snakes for 
their skins, their blood and their 
flesh and the capture of some var- 
ieties for house pets has cut Java's 
snake population, Antara said. 
The agency said it had become 
fashionable among certain people 
to drink snake's blood for health 
purposes, particularly to keep 
their skin looking young. Ind- 
onesian folklore says snake blood 
is an aphrodisiac and makes one 
live longer. 


Indian, Sri Lankan 
to be stoned to death 


ABU DHABI (R) — An Indian 
man and a Sri Lankan woman 
have been sentenced to be stoned 
to death after being convicted of 
com miring adultery, a prosecutor 
at A1 Ain town 160 kilometres 
east of here said Tuesday. He said 
the man, identified only as Kon- 
dela, 27. and the now-pregnant 
woman. Shahiia. 25. had admitted 
having sexual intercourse several 
times. The sentence by the Islamic 
Sharia court has to be ratified by 
the chief Sharia justice and the 
head of state. Under Islamic Sha- 
ria (law), the two face death by 
stoning for adultery. They would 
have received ion lashes each if 
they had been unmarried, the — • 
secutor said. He said that u j.e 
sentence were approved, the 
woman would be allowed tirre 
deliver and feed her baby i. .10 
other woman could be found • 
feed the child. 


India’s Antarctica 
station operating 


-NEW DELUHR) — India’s third 
Antarctica expedition com- 
missioned a permanent station on 
the continent three days ago, off- 
icial sources said Tuesday. They 
said a 12-man wintering party 
would stay at the station for a year 
and the rest of the expedition's S3 
members would set off for home 
on March 1. Officials at India's 
Department of Ocean - 
elopment said the station, at a lat- 
itude on 72 degrees south and a 
longitude of in degrees east, was 
functioning well. .They quot 
expedition leader H.K. Gura us 
saying experiments in ,.iet- 
eorology. biology and snow mec- 
hanics were successfully com- 
pleted. India is the 1 5th nation 
set up camp on Antarctica. 


Alaskan killer gel s 
461 years in jail ^ 


ANCHORAGE. Alaska (R A 
local businessman will spec Lite 
rest of his life- in prison for killing 
1 7 prostitutes and topless dancers. 


Robert Hansen. 45. confey^n 1 


court Monday. He murder J * e 
.women over a 10-year perk tr- 
uing in 1973 and dumpea thei 
bodies in the Alaska wilderness. 
Hansen, owner of an Anchor^ o 
bakery, was sentenced by ■ - 
erior court judge Ralph .W o 

461 years plus life with,, pos- 
sibility of a parole. Har en ple- 
aded guilty to the first dstsi — 
murder of four women wtese i .. 
ies have been found. Bi". he nd~ 
itted murdering 13 oil- r - . 
and raping more than 30 others. 
He agreed to help investigator:, 
locate the remains of the 13 mur- 
dered women. 


Australians have 
major d rinking 
problem, experts say 


SYDNEY (API— Alujhoi abus- 
rages at epidemic proportion- a 
Australia and can nc longer l-c 
successfully treated- drug ai/ ' ak - 
ohol researchers said Monday. 
Speaking at a seminar at th» 1 
versity of Wstern Australia . • 

fessor David Hawks said A > 
tralians drink more than any peo- 
ple in the English-speaking world. 
Prof. Hawks, directo- of the Wes- 
tern Australian Alccwi and Drue: 
Abuse Authority, said 250,0. 
Australians are alcoholics ar 
many more are affected by ajeo' 
abuse. “One in eve. -y five hospr 
beds is occupied by a person s. 
fering the adverse effects of alc- 
ohol.” he said. Another expert, 
John Pead of the Victorian Health 
Commission, said Australia's dri- 
nking problem is “so big it’s unl- 
ikely we are going to make any 
major impact using our current 
treatment methods. The only 
long-term solution is to drastically 
reduce alcohol consumption in 
society.” 
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